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Home Improvement
This week’s 2020 Summer Home Improvements section takes a look at 
some renovations, including the ultimate project ... New Point Lighthouse.

*The Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued 
by Wells Fargo Bank N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. 
Special terms apply to qualifying purchases charged 
with approved credit. The special terms APR will 
continue to apply until all qualifying purchases are 
paid in full. The monthly payment for this purchase 
will be the amount that will pay for the purchase 
in full in equal payments during the promotional 
(special terms) period. The APR for Purchases will 
apply to certain fees such as a late payment fee or 
if you use the card for other transactions. For new 
accounts, the APR for Purchases is 28.99%. If you are 
charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum 
interest charge will be $1.00. This information is 
accurate as of 4/1/2020 and is subject to change. 
For current information, call us at 1-800-431-5921. 
Offer expires 8/31/2020. **See your independent 
Trane Dealer for complete program eligibility, dates, 
details and restrictions. Special financing offers or 
rebates up to $1,200 valid on Qualifying Equipment 
only. Offers vary by equipment. All sales must be 
to homeowners in the United States. Void where 
prohibited.

UP TO $200 OFF UV AIR 
PURIFICATION SYSTEMS!

0% FOR  
72 MONTHS* 

or up to 
$1000 REBATE**

Call (804) 642-6163 
or visit pha4u.com

Locally owned and trusted since 1955

NO A/C? THAT’S 
NOT COOL...

DON’T SWEAT IT THIS 
 SUMMER, CALL  

PHOTO BY STEPHEN BLUE

The boys of summer
COVID-19 may have robbed them of their final season of high school baseball, but the Mathews High School seniors got one last time on the diamond Tuesday night. 
They formed a combined team with Middlesex seniors, taking on a team from King William, Lancaster and West Point high schools at the Deltaville Ballpark. The 
KW/Lancaster/WP team won, 6-4, but in the end the final score wasn’t really that important. The highlight of the night was near the end; only five innings had been 
played, but the teams had hit the cutoff time of 10 p.m. Initially, the umpires called the game as complete, but it felt like a rock concert with the crowd, players and 
coaches cheering for one more inning. In the end, the umps relented and let the game go on, prompting the biggest cheer of the night. MHS seniors suiting up one 
last time in the blue and gold were, from left, Zach Dehoux, Patrick Blake, Christian Williams, Braden Hunley, Chase Lewis, Cole Huff and Logan Strigle.

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

A drive-thru testing for the COVID-19 virus was held Monday at Gloucester High School. Here, residents line up in vehicles 
as they wait their turn to have the nasal swab test. A total of 464 people were tested.

­
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Classified Shellfish 
Harvesting Waters

Gloucester & Mathews
Counties

July 1, 2020

Piankatank River

York River

Mobjack Bay

Chesapeake
Bay

Legend
Shellfish Closure Classification Type

Condemned - Prohibited (No Relay)

Condemned - Restricted

Seasonally Condemned - Restricted (Conditionally Approved)

Seasonally Condemned - Restricted (Marina)

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, DIVISION OF SHELLFISH SAFETY

This map prepared by Daniel Powell of the Division of Shellfish Safety shows local 
waters condemned to shellfish harvest. The areas marked in red are closed year-
round; those in green map be opened part of the year.

BY ELSA VERBYLA

Local acreage in local water-
ways where shellfish harvest-
ing is not allowed increased 
from 6,891.1 as of July 1, 2019, 
to 7,345.2 on July 1, 2020.

Looking back further, the 
total for that date in 2018 
was 5,714.1 acres, according 
to figures compiled from re-
cords in the state’s Division 
of Shellfish Sanitation, an arm 
of the Virginia Department of 
Health.

However, large areas of 
these waters may be opened 
in cooler months under a con-
ditional approval program. 
Waterbodies where such ap-
proval may be possible in part 
or whole are marked with an 
asterisk on the table that ac-
companies this article. A map 
showing condemned areas de-
picts these portions in green.

In a few cases, no area of 
a waterbody can be opened 
to harvesting in a preventive 
measure taken usually due to 
a sewage treatment plant out-
fall.

The state takes water sam-
ples at least six times a year 
from bays, creeks, rivers and 

Acreage of condemned waters 
increases over 12 months

coves, measuring for the pres-
ence of fecal coliform, ac-
cording to the DSS website. 
Waters are “condemned” or 
closed to shellfish harvest 
when the concentration of 
fecal coliform exceeds a set 
standard, DSS said. “Fecal co-
liform organisms are used as 

an indicator of fecal pollution 
from warm blooded animals 
and the national standard is a 
geometric mean of 30 samples 
not to exceed 14 fecal coli-
forms per 100 ml of seawater,” 
the site said, noting that this 

Offices close Friday for 
Independence Day

All courts and county offices in Gloucester and Mathews 
will be closed Friday in observance of Independence Day.

Post offices, DMV Customer Service Centers, and waste 
facilities will be closed on Saturday, July 4, to celebrate 
the holiday, while libraries in both counties will be closed 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

ABC stores will be open from noon to 6 p.m. Saturday.
No public fireworks will be held this year in Gloucester, 

Mathews, Yorktown or Williamsburg due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

464 tested for COVID-19 at GHS
BY SHERRY HAMILTON

A total of 464 people were 
tested for the COVID-19 
virus during a drive-thru 
event held on Monday at 
Gloucester High School.

Dr. Richard Williams, di-
rector of the Three Rivers 

Health District, said on Tues-
day that those conducting 
the tests were members of 
a contracted testing team 
that is specially trained to 
conduct testing events. They 
were supported by Three 
Rivers personnel, the Medi-
cal Reserve Corps, and local 

law enforcement.
The team was at the site 

all day, Williams said, and 
didn’t exhaust all the 750 
test kits that were available.

Results of the tests are usu-
ally available within three to 

Second Gloucester Point homicide suspect in custody
BY KIM ROBINS

The Gloucester Sheriff’s 
Office announced Tuesday 
that the second suspect in a 
Gloucester Point murder in 

May had been taken into cus-
tody.

The Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to Colonial Point 
Apartments around 1 a.m. on 
May 15 regarding reports of 

gun shots. Arriving on scene, 
deputies found a man who 
had been shot lying uncon-
scious in the parking lot and 
rescue units determined the 
man was deceased. The vic-

tim was identified as Heze-
kiah Fauntleroy Jr., a 20-year-
old White Stone resident. 

Two days later, the GSO 

Market Days cancels 
2020 festival

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Mathews Market Days, the 
popular annual fall festival, 
is the latest victim of the  
COVID-19 pandemic.

In a letter shared on social 
media and the Market Days’ 
website, co-chairs Christine 

Johnson and Morgan Hudgins 
said that the Market Days 
Committee made the decision 
to cancel the 2020 event dur-
ing its monthly meeting last 
Thursday.

“This has become a sad 

4 new COVID-19 cases in 
Gloucester; 1 in Mathews

BY SHERRY HAMILTON

Gloucester County added 
four new cases of COVID-19 
over the past week, for a cu-
mulative total of 49 cases in 
the county since the coro-
navirus pandemic first hit in 
March. Out of those cases, 
nine people have been hos-
pitalized, and there has been 
one death.

Three Rivers Health District 
Director Dr. Richard Williams 
said that with the virus re-
maining active in all commu-

nities, “we can expect to see 
new cases on a continuous 
basis.”

Three cases that had been 
added to Gloucester as of 
Monday morning were sub-
sequently deleted from the 
count, and Williams said that 
mistakes in data entry occur 
regularly but are adjusted as 
necessary to maintain as ac-
curate a count as possible. 
He said that small database 
discrepancies and inconsis-

SEE MARKET DAYS, PAGE 5A

SEE DRIVE-THRU TESTING, PAGE 17ASEE CONDEMNED WATERS, PAGE 5A

SEE COVID-19 NUMBERS, PAGE 17A

SEE SUSPECT IN CUSTODY, PAGE 5A
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Gloucester-Mathews
GAZETTE-JOURNAL

P.O. Box 2060
Gloucester, VA  

23061
A consolidation in 1937 

of the Gloucester Gazette 
(1919) and the Mathews 
Journal (1904). 

Published every Thursday 
at Gloucester, Virginia by 
Tidewater  Newspapers, 
Inc. Periodicals postage 
paid at Gloucester, Virginia. 
Postmaster: Please send 
change of addresses to: 
Gazette-Journal, P.O. Box 
2060, Gloucester, VA 23061.

Subscriptions: $24 per 
year, $44 for two years, in 
Gloucester and Mathews 
Counties; $30 per year, $56 
for two years elsewhere. 
Please allow two weeks 
for new subscriptions or 
change of address to begin. 
Telephone 804-693-3101 or 
804-725-2191. 

Member of the Virginia 
Press Association. All rights 
reserved but contents may 
be reproduced by permis-
sion of the publisher.

F IN-HOUSE JEWELER F

F 59 YEARS SERVING YOU F

F CUSTOM DESIGN F

F FREE ESTIMATES F
F WATCH REPAIRF

GOLD F DIAMONDS F GIFTS

EEddggeehhiillll  TToowwnn  CCeenntteerr
GGlloouucceesstteerr,,  VVAA  2233006611

880044--669933--33443344

Happy 4th of 
July

Wilson Creek Farm owner Herbert 
Fitzgerald sent along this picture of 
the boathouse of his Gloucester home, 
decked out with the American flag, to 
wish everyone a Happy 4th of July this 
Saturday. 

PHOTO BY HERBERT FITZGERALD

In alignment with Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s guidance on Phase 
3 re-openings across Virginia, 
Gloucester County govern-
ment will begin its next phase 
of reopening offices to the 
public on Monday. Currently, 
offices of the Treasurer, Com-
missioner of Revenue, Asses-
sor, Registrar, and all offices 
in the courthouse are open to 
the public. 

County employees sta-
tioned in a temporary facility 
located behind County Office 
Building #2 (6489 Main Street) 
will continue to greet custom-
ers who wish to transact busi-
ness with the county depart-
ments inside that building.

In an effort to comply with 
ongoing social distancing pro-
tocols outlined in the Gover-
nor’s Executive Orders, only 
one customer per department 
will be permitted inside Build-
ing #2; Treasurer’s Office cash- 
iering stations will continue 
to serve the public outside, at 
windows located on the back 
side of the temporary office 
facility. 

As part of the reopening, the 
Gloucester County Library 
System will offer expanded 
services to the public with 
modified hours beginning 
Monday.

In addition to the curbside 
service that the main branch 
of the Gloucester Library 
(6920 Main Street) has been 
offering for several weeks, be-
ginning Monday, the branch 
will open to the public (on 
a limited basis only) for pa-
trons to use in-house public 
computers/printers (by reser-
vation only) for one-hour ses-
sions, Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 
Reservations for use of public 
computers can be made by 
calling 804-693-2998. 

Additionally, the Point 
Branch (2354 York Cross-
ing Drive) will begin offering 
curbside service for its cli-

Gloucester County enters next phase 
of office, library openings

ents on Monday. This service 
will include pickup of mate-
rials patrons have reserved 
either online or via phone. 
Curbside service at the Point 
branch will be available Mon-
day through Friday from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m.; however, no 
computer reservations will be 

accepted at the Point branch 
at this time. For more informa-
tion, call 804-642-9790. 

To reserve materials for 
curbside service or for more 
information on the Gloucester 
County Public Libraries, visit 
www.gloucesterva.info/pub- 
liclibrary.

C E L E B RAT E  I N D E P E N D E N C E  D AY !

GLOUCESTERTOYOTA.COM • BUY ONLINE 24/7 • SCHEDULE SERVICE • APPLY FOR CREDIT

CHECK OUT THESE SERVICE OFFERS!  BAD CREDIT - NO CREDIT - WE CAN HELP!

CHECK OUT THESE GREAT DEALS!  BAD CREDIT - NO CREDIT - WE CAN HELP!

Toyotas only. If discount applies, it will be taken off 
the regular price. Must present coupon when order is 
written. Plus tax & shop supplies. Not valid with any 
other offer. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at 
Gloucester Toyota. Offer expires 7/6/2020.

LADIES’ DAY  
SPECIAL

Includes: 
• Change oil filter & replace with 

Genuine Toyota filter 
• Change engine oil with 

Genuine Toyota bulk oil  
(up to 5 qts).   
Synthetic oil extra.

OIL & FILTER CHANGETIRE  
ROTATIONBonus Discount Offer: 

$10 off.......when you spend $50-149 
$15 off.....when you spend $150-249 
$25 off.....when you spend $250-499 
$50 off.....when you spend $500-999 
$100 off......when you spend $1000+ 

With multi-point inspection 
Includes: 
• Rotate all four tires 
• Check tire pressure

VARIABLE DISCOUNT

10% OFF $19 95 $2 995
Toyotas only. If discount applies, it will be taken off 
the regular price. Must present coupon when order is 
written. Plus tax & shop supplies. Not valid with any 
other offer. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at 
Gloucester Toyota. Offer expires 7/6/2020.

Toyotas only. If discount applies, it will be taken off 
the regular price. Must present coupon when order is 
written. Plus tax & shop supplies. Not valid with any 
other offer. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at 
Gloucester Toyota. Offer expires7/6/2020.

Toyotas only. If discount applies, it will be taken off 
the regular price. Must present coupon when order is 
written. Plus tax & shop supplies. Not valid with any 
other offer. Prior sales excluded. Valid only at 
Gloucester Toyota. Offer expires 7/6/2020.

6357 GEORGE WASHINGTON MEMORIAL HWY • GLOUCESTER 
804-693-2100 • WWW.GLOUCESTERTOYOTA.COM

Offers expire 7/6/2020.  *0% APR financing for 60 months is available on all new 2020 
Camry Hybrids, new 2020 Corolla Hatchbacks, new 2020 Prius Liftbacks, new 2020 
Avalons, new 2020 Avalon Hybrids, new 2020 RAV4 Hybrids and Toyota Certified Camrys 
and RAV4s.  1.9% APR financing for 72 months is available on all Toyota Certified Corollas 
and Tacomas.  Buyers must qualify for finance offers through Toyota Financial Services.    ** 
Customers can receive from Toyota $1,000 cash back on new 2020 RAV4s and 2020 
Corollas, $1,250 cash back on new 2020 Camrys, $1,500 cash back on new 2020 
4Runners and $2,500 cash back on all new 2020 Tundras. Taxes, tags and $599 processing 
fee are not included in any offers. While great efforts are made to ensure the accuracy of 
the information shown, errors can occur. Dealer not responsible for typographical errors. 
Preowned vehicles sold cosmetically as is.

SHOWROOM HOURS:  MON - FRI: 9AM-7PM • SAT: 9AM-6PM 
PARTS & SERVICE:  MON - FRI: 730AM-530PM • SAT: 8AM-3PM

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 2017 TOYOTA 

CAMRY 
$18387 STOCK: 9307A 

8,794 MILES 
BLACK

SE FWD 
4DR

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 2017 TOYOTA 

RAV4 
$19387 STOCK: P2818 

44,739 MILES 
BLACK

XLE AWD 
SPORT UTILITY

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED 2018 TOYOTA 

CAMRY 
$23787 STOCK: 9041A 

9,600 MILES 
BROWN STONE

XLE FWD 
4DR

PRE-OWNED 2010 TOYOTA 

TACOMA 
$19987 STOCK: 9075A 

103,212 MILES 
BLACK SAND

4WD 
CREW CAB

PRE-OWNED 2013 TOYOTA 

TACOMA 
$24487 STOCK: P2552 

56,046 MILES 
SUPER WHITE

DOUBLE 
CAB 4X4

PRE-OWNED 2019 NISSAN 

FRONTIER 
$23997 STOCK: P2847 

36,455 MILES 
BRILLIANT SILVER 

SL RWD 
CREW CAB 

PRE-OWNED 2014 DODGE 

RAM 
$23997 STOCK: P2833 

64,192 MILES 
SILVER METALLIC

1500 OUTDOORSMAN 
4WD CREW CAB

PRE-OWNED 2014 FORD 

F-150 
$29557 STOCK: P2845 

45,562 MILES 
BROWN METALLIC

KING RANCH 
4WD CREW CAB 

PRE-OWNED 2017 DODGE 

RAM 
$23687 STOCK: P2832 

84,234 MILES 
GRAY/BLACK

2500 TRADESMAN 
4WD CREW CAB 

PRE-OWNED 2017 TOYOTA 

TACOMA 
$31667 STOCK: P2849 

71,485 MILES 
MAGNETIC GRAY

TRD OFF ROAD 
4WD CREW CAB

PRE-OWNED 2017 HONDA 

HR-V 
$19227 STOCK: P2839 

28,318 MILES 
CRYSTAL BLACK

EX 
AWD

$1000
1.9%* for 72 MONTHS on CERTIFIED COROLLA & TACOMA • 0%* for 60 MONTHS on CERTIFIED CAMRY & RAV4

CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA**

2020 RAV4

$1250
CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA**

2020 CAMRY

$1500
CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA**

2020 4RUNNER

$2500
CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA**

2020 TUNDRA

O%O%

2020 CAMRY HYBRID2020 COROLLA HATCHBACK2020 PRIUS LIFTBACK

$1000
CASH BACK FROM TOYOTA**

2020 COROLLA

APR FINANCING 
FOR 60 MONTHS*

2020 RAV4 HYBRID
OR

0%
 APR

60 
MO. 0%

 APR
60 
MO. 0%

 APR
60 
MO.

AS LOW AS
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Colorizations Of 
Family Photos

Have some old photos lying around? 
Wondering what they might look like in color? 

I'll colorize them for you! 
$10 per image and my only
requirement is that your 
images are high resolution 

scanned copies. 
If you're interested you can 

send me a email at:
mwilliamsreb@gmail.com

Eastfields Farms
U-PIC SPRAY FREE BLUEBERRIES

OPENING SOON
Visit Eastfields Farms on Facebook or call 804-725-3948

for opening dates and directions

Distributor for Oyster Aquaculture Supplies
Free Advisory Service

804-642-0098
www.hayesautosales.com

2753 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, Virginia 23072

HHaayyeess  AAuuttoo  SSaalleess  LLooww  PPrriiccee  GGuuaarraanntteeee DDeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  GGiivvee  YYoouu  EExxttrraa PPeeaaccee ooff MMiinndd

Hayes
AUTO   SALES

Happy and Safe 
Fourth of July 

from our Family to Yours!

Keith Rodgers, Bonnie Connolly,  Jeff  & Jason Niblett

NO HAGGLE PRICING
$500 off 

your Best Deal from any other Dealer 
(with written proof) on any Make, Model

Vehicle with Similar Equipment

July 4th Event!
JJooiinn  iinn  tthhee  ffuunn  aatt  tthhee

Mathews Historical Museum 
HHoott  DDoogg  &&  CChhiillii  FFeesstt  (($$33  ppeerr  ppeerrssoonn))

ffrroomm  1111::0000--11::3300
Indoor Yard Sale

iitteemmss  pprriicceedd  ttoo  sseellll!!!!  ffrroomm  99::0000--33::0000
((aaccrroossss  ffrroomm  FFoooodd  LLiioonn))

**cchhiillii  sseerrvveedd  bbyy  tthhee  qquuaarrtt  $$66,,  aass  ssuupppplliieess  llaasstt

Hooper denied 
bond in 

federal court
BY SHERRY HAMILTON

William Wellington “Billy” 
Hooper of Mathews, facing 
federal charges related to 
sex offenses with an under-
age girl, was denied bond last 
week.

Hooper appealed his on-
going detention in a June 24 
hearing, requesting that he be 
released on bond for health 
reasons. U.S. District Judge 
David J. Novak denied the re-
quest on the grounds that the 
weight of the evidence against 
the defendant is strong, he 
would be subject to a lengthy 
period of incarceration if con-
victed, and he has a prior 
criminal history.

Hooper is scheduled to be 
tried in federal court in Sep-
tember, with jury selection 
on Sept. 4 in the Richmond 
Courthouse of the U.S. East-
ern District Court of Virginia. 
Opening statements and tes-
timony are scheduled for the 
following Tuesday, Sept. 8.

Hooper, 53, is charged with 
one count each of conspiracy 
and production of child por-
nography and with two counts 
of coercion and enticement. If 
convicted, he faces manda-
tory minimum sentences of 
15 to 30 years on the first two 
charges and 20 years to life on 
the second two.

In the judge’s order of de-
tention, Novak further states 
that if Hooper were released, 
“no condition or combination 
of conditions of release will 
reasonably assure the safety 
of any other person and the 
community” or “will reason-
ably assure the defendant’s 
appearance as required.”

In a transcript of the testi-
mony during Hooper’s origi-
nal detention hearing, held 
via Zoom on May 26, U.S. Man-
aging Assistant United States 
Attorney Howard Zlotnick de-
scribed a situation in which 
Hooper allegedly conspired 
with an adult female to obtain 
nude photos of a 15-year-old 
female as well as photos of 
the girl allegedly performing 
oral sex on Hooper.

Hooper was originally ar-
rested in Maryland last No-
vember after the Mathews 
County Sheriff’s Office con-
ducted an investigation and 
issued warrants against him 
on charges of human traffick-
ing, forcible sodomy, solicita-
tion of prostitution of a minor 
under 16 years of age, two 
counts of manufacture child 
pornography, and two counts 
of use of communications sys-
tems to facilitate offenses in-
volving children. 

He was extradited to Vir-
ginia the following month and 
indicted on related charges. 
After a bond hearing in Febru-
ary, he was released on bail by 
Mathews Circuit Court and re-
mained on home-based deten-
tion before being arrested by 
federal marshals at his home 
in early May and detained on 
federal charges.

PHOTO BY BECKY BARNHARDT

Book launch
The Mathews County Historical Society held a book launch Saturday for the latest in the “Historic Homes and Properties of 
Mathews County” series at the Tompkins Cottage Museum. The book, the fourth in a series of five, includes information on 
10 historic homes in the county—Auburn, Augustine Diggs House, Augustine F. Hudgins House, Cedar Grove, Gwynnville, 
Henry Sibley House, Hyco-Haiku House, Isleham, Lilly House, and Seaford. Homeowners able to attend were, from left, 
Diana McDonald of Lilly House, Sarah and Mary Doss of Isleham, Lynn and Chip Hornsby of Auburn, and Robert Petersen of 
Augustine F. Hudgins House. Homes are selected for inclusion based on their architectural significance and historic value.

A letter from Windsor Castle
Mary Kathryn Diggs of Port Haywood pulled something special on Monday from 
the mailbox at the end of her lane: a letter from Windsor Castle. In the letter, 
Richenda Elton, a lady-in-waiting to Queen Elizabeth II, thanks Diggs, a retired 
teacher and hospital ship worker, “for your card and the message you sent fol-
lowing Her Majesty’s broadcasts to the Nation and the Commonwealth.” Diggs 
heard the queen’s address of April 5 regarding the challenges of COVID-19 and 
said she was inspired by the monarch’s leadership and compassion. “I didn’t 
write to get a reply,” Diggs said, and that the letter was a great surprise which 
she will cherish. She plans to have it framed.

Mathews Museum to hold July 4 indoor ‘yard sale’
The Mathews Historical Mu-

seum will hold a July 4 indoor 
“yard sale” and outdoor hot 

dog and chili sale Saturday 
with proceeds to support 
museum operations, future 

programs, and its mission of 
preserving and presenting 
county history.

Located at 200 Main Street, 
the museum is being orga-
nized for future opening in 
the 1936 building that has 
previously housed an auto 
dealership, bowling alley, 
electronics and appliance 
store, fabric store and vari-
ety store.

The museum will be open 
from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 
for sale of new and donated 
items, a news release said. 
The $3 meal of grilled hot 
dogs and chili with a drink 
is planned on the sidewalk 
from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Masking and social distanc-
ing are requested from cus-
tomers, the release said.

Also in support of the mu-
seum, raffle tickets for three 
baskets will be available at 
Mathews Farmers’ Market. 
Offerings include an East 
River boat ride on a dead 
rise with overnight stay at a 
Bethel Beach B & B, or a bas-
ket full of nautically-themed 
items, or kayaking for two 
with an overnight stay at 
Haiku House on Main Street. 
Raffle ticket winners will be 
announced at 1:30 at the mu-
seum.
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loveyourwater.net Call 804-693-8981
Authorized Independent Kinetico Dealer 1-800-476-4426

Greg Thayer, Owner
5222 George Washington Memorial Highway, Gloucester, VA 23061

FREE Diagnostic on any brand

Any Kinetico Water System
12 months Same as Cash with approved credit 

Expires 7/31/2020

We Offer Trade In Discounts

*ROTTEN EGG SMELL? *  IRON STAINS? 
* ARE YOU TIRED OF HARD WATER?
CALL US TODAY!  WE CAN HELP!

Virtual 

Tours

ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON YOUR HOME!
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ASK ABOUT OUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS ON YOUR HOME!

Aerial Photo Available

Affordable Self Storage

Shacklefords  • Cobbs Creek 
Mathews • Hayes Locations

Call 757-723-6551 for information 

SPECIAL
BUY ONE MONTH GET ONE MONTH

YARD SALE
Saturday and Sunday

July 4th and 5th
7333 Harbor Hills Drive

off Hayes Rd. (Old Rt. 17), Hayes
Table lamps with globes, 

large selection of glassware
and lots of unique items

Mobjack Bay Seafood
FOR THE 4TH!

FRESH PRODUCTS AvAilAblE:
HARD CLAMS .40 EACH
OYSTERS .40 EACH
LOCALLY SHUCKED OYSTERS PINTS $14
 FROZEN PRODUCTS:
Shrimp 21/25 Count $12.00/Pound - $50 5 lb. bag
Jumbo Soft Shell Crabs $3.50/each
Medium Soft Shell Crabs $3.00/each
Dry Scallops 10-18 count $16/pound
Tilapia Fillets 3/5 oz. $3.99/pound
Wild Alaskan Pink Salmon (skin on) 6 oz. portion $6.25/pound
Cod Fillets 12/16 oz. $6.75/pound
Swordfish Steaks 6 oz. $9.95/pound
Flounder Fillets 5/8 oz. $7.50/pound
Skinless Whiting Fillets 4/6 oz. 3.99/pound
Stuffed Clams 12/Tray $18/tray
Breaded Clam Strips $8/pound
Snow Crab Clusters $12.75/pound
Lobster Tails 4 oz. $8.99/each

Call 804-693-7597
6578 Jarvis Road, Gloucester, vA. located in Ware Neck

Hours: Monday thru Friday 8:30-4:30 • Sat. 9- 2 p.m.

The 2020 American Ra-
dio Relay League Field Day 
event held over the week-
end was a success in spite 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and imposed restrictions, 
the group said.

More than 20 members of 
the Middle Peninsula Ama-
teur Radio Club participat-
ed at the program at Abing-
don Park, coming in shifts 
and taking precautions by 
wearing masks, maintaining 
social distancing and using 
the hand sanitizers provid-
ed. 

Some chose to operate 
from home stations using 
emergency power sources 
in the true spirit of rapid 
emergency deployment 
while many others—due to 
the recent pandemic rule 
changes—were allowed to 
operate using commercial 
power from home as 1D 
status for full credit in the 
contest. 

Club members working 
at the site made 380 con-
tacts on CW, SSB phone and 
Digital Modes to places as 
far away as the Republic of 
Mali in Africa and Argentina 
along with 40 states and 
four Canadian provinces. 
“We likely will hear more 
reports from the member 
stations who were operat-
ing from home that can add 
their contacts to the W4H-
ZL club score for added 
contest points,” said club 
spokesperson David L. Jus-
tis.

Additional points are 
earned for operating low 
power less than five watts, 
using non-commercial 
power, making local an-
nouncements and follow-up 
reports, inviting the public 
and other officials to the 
site and providing educa-
tional materials.

The next club meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. Tuesday 
at the Abingdon Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Station 3, 
2676 Hayes Road, Hayes. 
For more information, visit 
www.mparc.net.

FCC amateur and GROL 
licensing exams are con-

Club treasurer Will Hrachovina and president Kenny Skirvin, from left, are on the air for the Middle Peninsula Amateur 
Radio Club.

David Justis operates from his home on solar power.

Amateur radio club makes 380 contacts 
during Field Day event at Abingdon Park

A scene from a previous Blues, Brews & BBQ Festival in Yorktown. This year’s event is planned for Aug. 9.

Online ticket sales have re-
sumed for Yorktown’s Blues, 
Brews & BBQ Festival at www.
villageevents.org.

Originally scheduled for 

ducted on the last Saturday of 
odd-number months at 9 a.m. 

with CDC COVID-19 recom-
mendations being followed. 

Bikers to hold patriotic July 4 parade
Approximately 70 biker 

veterans from throughout 
the region will be embarking 
on a patriotic parade Satur-
day morning, traveling down 
Route 17 in Gloucester and 
Route 105 in Newport News, 
ending at the Colonial Har-
bor retirement community in 
Yorktown to deliver some 4th 
of July cheer to the residents 
there.

The two groups will first 
converge at the Food Lion 
parking lot on Route 17 in 
York County by 10 a.m., leav-

ing there around 10:30 to head 
to the retirement community 
across the street.

American Legion Riders 
from Gloucester, Saluda, 
Denbigh, Newport News and 
Hampton will be supporting 
and other groups are wel-
come. The activity is open to 
all motorcycle enthusiasts.

The approximately 100 resi-
dents of the senior living fa-
cility have been quarantined 
for over four months, and 
many are veterans or military 
spouses, according to Sharon 

Springer, resident experience 
coordinator at Colonial Har-
bor. They will greet the bikers 
outside, waving flags. There 
will be a meet and greet after, 
with precautions taken with 
face masks and social distanc-
ing, Springer said.

“We are asking residents of 
Gloucester County (and all 
others) to come out and wave 
their flags, honk their horns, 
decorate their cars, and 
cheer them on, or join in as 
they make their procession,” 
Springer said.

Online ticket sales resume 
for Yorktown festival

May 2, but postponed in ac-
cordance with the governor’s 
order, the event has been re-
scheduled for Sunday, Aug. 9 
from noon to 6 p.m. Tickets 
are $30 in advance; $35 at the 
door.

Attendees can sample more 
than 30 different craft beers, 
feast on barbecue, and listen 
to some of the best blues mu-
sicians in Hampton Roads. 
The music lineup includes 
Bobby Blackhat Blues Blast 
with special guests at 12:30 
p.m. and the Michael Clark 

Band at 3:30. 
A number of regional brew-

eries are participating, includ-
ing Gloucester’s That Damn 
Mary Brewing Company. 
There will also be a wine gar-
den with limited tastings. Phil 
Poteat will provide musical 
entertainment in the wine gar-
den.

Based on current pandemic 
conditions, event organizers 
are making several adjust-
ments to minimize contact 
points and to help ensure 
public health safety. All staff 
members with direct custom-
er contact will wear masks 
and each person will have 
his/her temperature taken 
before beginning work. There 
will be increased space be-
tween vendors, a limit to the 
number of ticket sales for the 
event, frequent disinfectant in 
higher traffic areas, no food 
sampling, and sanitizing sta-
tions placed throughout the 
festival.

The event is presented by 
Village Events. Proceeds ben-
efit the York Foundation for 
Public Education. Additional 
event information, including 
details about parking, can be 
found at www.visityorktown.
org.
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White Stone, VA
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

SALE
Why have to qualify for the cost based

 savings available at the big box stores?
We offer instant 55% off manufacturer retail, 

plus an additional 10% off any purchase 
of Waypoint Cabinetry.

Local professional service
Optional Delivery, Professional installation 

& Designing available.
Come visit our showroom!

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.

 FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.
ALSO AVAILABLE QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE
CJC

804.435.2061  

Jim’s
CABINET CREATIONS

GRANITE COUNTERTOPS
STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.

 FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.
ALSO AVAILABLE QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

White Stone
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

Call 804.435.2061

SALE
CJC

804.435.2061  White Stone, VA
jimscabinetcreations@yahoo.com

SALE
GRANITE COUNTER TOPS

STARTING PRICE $48.00 SQ. FT.
FREE SINK WITH TOPS 42 SQ. FT. min.

ALSO AVAILABLE
QUARTZ AND CORIAN PRODUCTS

CUSTOM INTERIORS 
Our Services Include:

Home Decorating Consultation
Furniture for Any Decor

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

Bedding
Home Accessories

Pool and Patio

42 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA 
804-435-1329 • 800-543-8894

www.wfbooth.com

Choose Your Art, Choose Your Table Top, Choose Your Base

A portion of all Coastal Classics by John Thomas sales will be 
donated to CCA and their efforts for coastal conservation.

Coastal Classics

Nautical Compass

Floral

Turtle

Fly Lure

Crabs

Shell

Starfish

Whale Tale

Eligible on all solid round top tables

said a 16-year-old Hampton 
resident learned he was 
wanted in connection with 
the crime and had turned 
himself into Hampton police. 
The teen was charged 
with first-degree murder in 
commission of a felony, use 
of a firearm in commission of 
a felony, attempted robbery 
and conspiracy to commit 
robbery. He is being held in a 
juvenile detention center.

A second suspect, Destin 
Dominique Moore of Hampton, 
remained at large until the 
GSO announced Tuesday that 
he had been apprehended in 
Allegheny, Pennsylvania, on 
June 8.

Moore, 24, was charged 
with first-degree murder (as 
a principal in the second 
degree), use of a firearm in 
commission of a felony (as 

standard is much tighter than 
the one of 200 used as the up-
per limit for swimming.

The Division of Shellfish 
Safety is part of the Virginia 
Department of Health, and 
detailed information for con-

trend,” said the letter. “If 
we’ve heard it once, we’ve 
heard it a hundred times.”

Two factors impacted the 
committee’s decision, said 
Johnson and Hudgins. The 
obvious one was the CO-
VID-19 restrictions “that are 
having ripple effects across 
the world.”

The second, less obvious 
factor, they said, was finan-
cial. Vendor registration is 
the festival’s primary source 
of income, and as of the date 
of the decision it was “less 
than one-third of normal.”

“We suspect that many ven-
dors held off because of the 

SOURCE: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

This table shows the areas of local waterways closed to shellfish harvest as of July 
1, 2020, and how that area compares to 2019. Figures compiled from data pro-
vided by the Virginia Department of Health, Division of Shellfish Safety.

demned areas is available on 
the DSS website, www.vdh.
virginia.gov/environmental-
health. Or search for Virginia 
Division of Shellfish Safety. 
The site includes explanation 
of the standards and maps of 
the condemned water areas.

Destin Moore 

a principal in the second 
degree), attempted robbery 
and conspiracy to commit 
robbery. He is currently 
awaiting extradition back to 
Virginia.

coronavirus,” said the let-
ter. “Whatever their reason, 
there is not sufficient income 
to cover event expenses.”

The two described the dis-
cussion surrounding the de-
cision as “rigorous and emo-
tional.”

“Every member of the com-
mittee wanted to hold Mar-
ket Days this year,” said the 
letter. “(But) no matter how 
many ways we looked at it, 
such as removing one or 
more event features, chang-
ing from two days to one day, 
adopting the Saturday Farm-
er’s Market format, there was 
enough risk to make us re-
consider.”

Hudgins and Morgan said 
the committee members put 
aside their personal feelings 
“to make a judgment call on 
what we feel is best for the 
community.”

While people will be disap-
pointed with the decision, 
they said, a decision to move 
forward with the festival 
would have been questioned, 
as well. The fact that many 
local organizations plan their 
own fundraisers around Mar-
ket Days weekend made the 
cancellation decision even 
more difficult, they said.

“It is the hope of the Mar-
ket Days Committee that we 
can lend our support to an-
other upcoming Mathews 
County event,” said Morgan 
and Hudgins. “It is also our 
hope to return to a time 
when social events and fes-
tivals are back on all of our 
calendars. Just know that the 
decision was not made light-
ly or without a great deal of 
disappointment.”

The 2020 Mathews Mar-
ket Days, which would have 
been the 46th annual event, 
had been scheduled for Sept. 
11 and 12.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

SUSPECT IN CUSTODY

CONDEMNED WATERS

MARKET DAYS: Popular Mathews festival canceled for 2020

Those with expiring licenses have 
a little more time to renew

Virginians now have a little 
longer to get their expiring 
driver’s licenses, state-issued 
identification cards, and ve-
hicle registrations renewed.

Last week, Gov. Ralph 
Northam amended his execu-
tive directive further extend-
ing the validity of credentials 
issued by the Virginia De-
partment of Motor Vehicles, 
providing up to an additional 
90 days to renew these docu-
ments while the DMV contin-

ues the process of reopening 
its customer service centers.

The amended Executive 
Directive Seven extends the 
validity of every driver, vehi-
cle, special identification and 
driver credential due to ex-
pire on or before July 31 for an 
additional 90 days, not to ex-
ceed Oct. 31. This extension is 
in addition to the prior exten-
sion of up to 90 days not to 

SEE DMV CREDENTIALS, PAGE 17A
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Opinion

WHEN in the Course of human
Events, it becomes necessary for one
People to dissolve the Political Bands
which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the
Powers of the Earth, the separate and
equal Station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature's God en-title
them, a decent Respect to the Opinions
of Mankind requires that they should
declare the causes which impel them to
the Separation. 

WE hold these Truths to be self-evi-
dent, that all Men are created equal,
that they are en-dowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness -- That to secure
these Rights, Governments are institut-
ed among Men, deriving their just
Powers from the Consent of the
Governed, that whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of
these Ends, it is the Right of the People
to alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its
Foundation on such Principles, and
organizing its Powers in such Form, as
to them shall seem most likely to effect
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that Governments
long established should not be changed
for light and transient Causes; and
accordingly all Experience hath shewn,
that Mankind are more dis-posed to
suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than
to right themselves by abolishing the
Forms to which they are accustomed.
But when a long Train of Abuses and
Usurpations, pursuing invaria-bly the
same Object, evinces a Design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism,
it is their Right, it is their Duty, to
throw off such Government, and to pro-
vide new Guards for their future Secu-
rity. Such has been the patient
Sufferance of these Colonies; and such

is now the Necessity which constrains
them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The History of the pres-
ent King of Great- Britain is a History
of repeated Injuries and Usurpations,
all having in direct Object the
Establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let
Facts be submitted to a candid World. 

HE has refused his Assent to Laws,
the most wholesome and necessary for
the public Good. 

HE has forbidden his Governors to
pass Laws of immediate and pressing
Importance, unless suspended in their
Operation till his Assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended, he
has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

HE has refused to pass other Laws
for the Accommodation of large
Districts of People, unless those People
would relinquish the Right of
Representation in the Legislature, a
Right inestimable to them, and formi-
dable to Tyrants only. 

HE has called together Legislative
Bodies at Places unusual, uncomfort-
able, and distant from the Depository
of their public Records, for the sole
Purpose of fatiguing them into Compli-
ance with his Measures. 

HE has dissolved Representative
Houses repeatedly, for opposing with
manly Firmness his Invasions on the
Rights of the People. 

HE has refused for a long Time, after
such Dissolutions, to cause others to be
elected; whereby the Legislative
Powers, incapable of the Annihilation,
have returned to the People at large for
their exercise; the State remaining in
the mean time exposed to all the
Dangers of Invasion from without, and
the Convulsions within. 

HE has endeavoured to prevent the
Population of these States; for that
Purpose obstructing the Laws for

Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing
to pass others to encourage their Migra-
tions hither, and raising the Conditions
of new Appropriations of Lands. 

HE has obstructed the Administration
of Justice, by refusing his Assent to
Laws for establishing Judiciary
Powers. 

HE has made Judges dependent on
his Will alone, for the Tenure of their
Offices, and the Amount and Payment
of their Salaries. 

HE has erected a Multitude of new
Offices, and sent hither Swarms of
Officers to harrass our People, and eat
out their Substance. 

HE has kept among us, in Times of
Peace, Standing Armies, without the
consent of our Legislatures. 

HE has affected to render the Military
independent of and superior to the Civil
Power. 

HE has combined with others to sub-
ject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our
Constitution, and unacknowledged by
our Laws; giving his Assent to their
Acts of pretended Legislation: 

FOR quartering large Bodies of
Armed Troops among us; 

FOR protecting them, by a mock
Trial, from Punishment for any
Murders which they should commit on
the Inhabitants of these States: 

FOR cutting off our Trade with all
Parts of the World: 

FOR imposing Taxes on us without
our Consent: 

FOR depriving us, in many Cases, of
the Benefits of Trial by Jury: 

FOR transporting us beyond Seas to
be tried for pretended Offences: 

FOR abolishing the free System of
English Laws in a neighbouring
Province, establishing therein an arbi-
trary Government, and enlarging its
Boundaries, so as to render it at once an
Example and fit Instrument for intro-

ducing the same absolute Rules into
these Colonies: 

FOR taking away our Charters, abol-
ishing our most valuable Laws, and
altering fundamentally the Forms of
our Governments: 

FOR suspending our own
Legislatures, and declaring themselves
invested with Power to legislate for us
in all Cases whatsoever. 

HE has abdicated Government here,
by declaring us out of his Protection
and waging War against us. 

HE has plundered our Seas, ravaged
our Coasts, burnt our Towns, and
destroyed the Lives of our People. 

HE is, at this Time, transporting large
Armies of foreign Mercenaries to com-
pleat the Works of Death, Desolation,
and Tyranny, already begun with cir-
cumstances of Cruelty and Perfidy,
scarcely paralleled in the most bar-
barous Ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized Nation. 

HE has constrained our fellow
Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas
to bear Arms against their Country, to
become the Executioners of their
Friends and Brethren, or to fall them-
selves by their Hands. 
HE has excited domestic Insurrections

amongst us, and has endeavoured to
bring on the Inhabitants of our
Frontiers, the merciless Indian
Savages, whose known Rule of
Warfare, is an undistinguished
Destruction, of all Ages, Sexes and
Conditions. 

IN every stage of these Oppressions
we have Petitioned for Redress in the
most humble Terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by
repeated Injury. A Prince, whose
Character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to
be the Ruler of a free People. 

NOR have we been wanting in

Attentions to our British Brethren. We
have warned them from Time to Time
of Attempts by their Legislature to
extend an unwarrantable Jurisdiction
over us. We have reminded them of the
Circumstances of our Emigration and
Settlement here. We have appealed to
their native Justice and Magnanimity,
and we have conjured them by the Ties
of our common Kindred to disavow
these Usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our Connections
and Correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the Voice of Justice and of
Consanguinity. We must, therefore
acquiesce in the Necessity, which
denounces our Separation, and hold
them, as we hold the rest of Mankind,
Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends. 

WE, therefore, the Representatives of
the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
in GENERAL CONGRESS,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the World for the Rectitude of
our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these
Colonies, solemnly Publish and
Declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought to be, FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that
they are absolved from all Allegiance
to the British Crown, and that all polit-
ical Connection between them and the
State of Great-Britain, is and ought to
be totally dissolved; and that as FREE
AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they
have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish
Commerce, and to do all other Acts and
Things which INDEPENDENT
STATES may of right do. 

And for the support of this
Declaration, with a firm Reliance on
the Protection of divine Providence, we
mutually pledge to each other our
Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred
Honor. -John Hancock.

In Congress, July 4, 1776 A DECLARATION By The Representatives Of The United States Of 
America, In General Congress Assembled.

GEORGIA, 
Button Gwinnett, 

Lyman Hall, Geo. Walton.

NORTH-CAROLINA, 
Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, 

John Penn.

SOUTH-CAROLINA,
Edward Rutledge, 

Thos Heyward, Junr., 
Thomas Lynch, Junr.,

Arthur Middleton.

MARYLAND, 
Samuel Chase, Wm. Paca,

Thos. Stone, Charles Carroll,
of Carrollton.

VIRGINIA, 
George Wythe,

Richard Henry Lee, 
Ths. Jefferson, 

Benja. Harrison, 
Thos. Nelson, Jr.,

Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
Carter Braxton.

PENNSYLVANIA,
Robt. Morris,

Benjamin Rush, 
Benja. Franklin, 

John Morton, 
Geo. Clymer, Jas. Smith,

Geo. Taylor, James Wilson,
Geo. Ross.

DELAWARE, Caesar
Rodney, Geo. Read.

NEW-YORK, Wm. Floyd,
Phil. Livingston, Frank
Lewis, Lewis Morris.

NEW-JERSEY,
Richd. Stockton, 

Jno. Witherspoon, 
Fras. Hopkinson, 

John Hart, Abra. Clark.

NEW-HAMPSHIRE, 
Josiah Bartlett, 
Wm. Whipple, 

Matthew Thornton.

MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
Saml. Adams, John Adams,

Robt. Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Gerry.

RHODE-ISLAND AND

PROVIDENCE, 

C. Step. Hopkins, 

William Ellery.

CONNECTICUT, 

Roger Sherman, Saml.

Huntington, Wm. Williams,

Oliver Wolcott.

READERS WRITE|

How do we achieve 
peace?
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

“These are the times that 
try men’s souls,” wrote 
Thomas Paine, in “The Crisis, 
1776.” Our Republic is again 
experiencing a time of pain 
and anger, as we contem-
plate what direction we need 
to go in “in order to form a 
more perfect Union,” as is 
stated in the Preamble of our 
Constitution.

I remember a similar time 
of emotions running high, 
the 1960s, indeed, much 
more turbulent than 2020. 
The hope of youth was found 
in John F. Kennedy, elected 
in 1960, only to leave our 
often, first-generation college 
students, in a state of de-
spair in 1963. That was only 
the beginning of the havoc 
that encompassed life in the 
’60s, though. Robert Ken-
nedy and Martin Luther King 
Jr. were also assassinated in 
1968. Meanwhile the Vietnam 
War (1954-75) and the Draft, 
caused angst among young 
people, because many didn’t 
believe in that conflict that 
ended up taking 4,000-10,000 

U.S. deaths, by various esti-
mates.

War of any kind is not kind. 
Our Civil War lost the lives 
of 618,222 men: 360,222 from 
the North and 258,000 from 
the South, by most recent 
estimates. The sad part is … 
we seem to be still in a state 
of siege. How do we achieve 
peace? How do we mend the 
hurting memories of families 
who lost their sons in that 
war? How do we mend the 
pain of almost 400 years of 
racial bigotry against blacks 
starting with the first Afri-
can slaves that came to our 
shores at Point Comfort, 
Virginia, near present-day 
Fort Monroe? It appears that 
the recent death of George 
Floyd in Minneapolis, at the 
hands of a police officer, plus 
at least two other incidents 
captured on cell phone 
cameras in three weeks, put 
us over the racial injustice 
tipping point … and rightly 
so. Anyone whose family 
member experienced any 
of those tragedies would be 
outraged … and so are a lot 
of other people.

As we move on towards 
forming a more perfect 
Union, that we spoke of earli-

er, we all need to embrace the 
goal to “establish Justice,” 
for all who live in America, be 
they citizens or immigrants, 
yet another visionary goal in 
our Preamble.

And so, we come to the 
monuments and statues. I’ve 
heard heartfelt words from 
both camps about this issue. 
Here in Virginia, we will be 
given the task of deciding 
what to do with them at the 
local level. After visiting the 
one in the Gloucester Court-
house Circle on this very 
day, here’s my suggestion. 
Erect an exact replica of the 
memorial to the Confeder-
ate soldiers, in the same 
location, honoring the fallen 
Union troops that lost their 
lives in this terrible war, here 
in Gloucester. Between the 
two statues, put a memorial 
to the Enslaved Africans, 
that paid a dear price to 
this country, over many 
more years, complete with 
a local marker that tells of 
Gloucester’s role in the Civil 
War. Then let’s move on. We 
still have much work to do 
to make this country one we 
can all be proud of, despite 
the mistakes we have made 
in our history.

Nancy Keenan
Gloucester, Va.

Need a separate 
monument for Juneteenth
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

With the way the country 
is going right now, some 
simple-minded person places 
a “Happy Juneteenth” sign in 
front of a monument honor-
ing Confederate war dead. I 
had family who fought and 
some were killed; this is to 
honor those men. Money was 
collected and the statue was 
built to honor our war dead. 
This person didn’t help the 

current environment by plac-
ing this sign at this location. 
This just helps to stir things 
up.

I have no problem with the 
celebration of Juneteenth. 
I have no problem with it 
becoming a legal holiday. But 
why celebrate that holiday 
by placing that sign in front 
of this monument? I hope 
that someone starts a fund 
and builds a monument to 
celebrate Juneteenth.

A civil war is when two 
groups are trying to rule the 
same land with their form of 
government. The South left 
the Union to become its own 
country and government. 
The main reason for this split 
was that Southerners got 
tired of paying most of the 
taxes. If a ship sailed from a 
southern port and went to 
Boston and that ship flew a 
British flag, that cargo was 
charged a tariff. Also, the 

population was growing in 
the North and they were add-
ing more Congressmen to the 
House. They were dictating 
to the Southerners on how 
they should live and act. One 
important thing to remember 
is that it was the Northerners 
who put “All other people 
count as 3/5 of a person.” 
This was for counting the 
population to be counted 
for the House of Representa-
tives.

Slavery was not the main 
issue of this war that killed 
hundreds of thousands. We 
lost more people in this war 
than any other. Most South-
erners fought to protect their 
little piece of land. They 
were fighting once again for 
freedom.

I support what Melissa Ma-
son, who currently serves on 
the Mathews County Board 
of Supervisors, said in a 
speech: “We must remember 

to keep teaching the correct 
history.” I haven’t seen the 
correct history of the War 
of Northern Aggression for 
years. So, I hope she pushes 
this to the board.

Bobby Dobson
Cobbs Creek, Va.

A Safe Haven during 
difficult times
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

We are certainly going 
through difficult times with 
the coronavirus, jobs lost, 
Black Lives Matter protesting, 
rioting, looting, etc. It’s easy 
for pregnant women to think 
about having an abortion 
because they don’t want to 
bring a child into the world 
now.

Safe Haven is the answer 

SEE READERS WRITE, PAGE 7A
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Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Gazette-

Journal on any subject of 
public interest are always 
welcome. The newspa-
per, however, cannot con-
sider for publication a letter 
which does not carry the 
writer’s signature and ad-
dress. Letters should also 
not exceed 200 words. 
Writers will please include 
a telephone number where 
they can be reached dur-
ing the day. The right is re-
served to edit letters.

The Gazette-Journal 
will not accept letters to 
Readers Write which com-
ment on articles published 
in other periodicals. Also, 
space limitations often pre-
vent publication of thank-
you letters.

READERS WRITE|

What are the odds?
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Did you know? “As many 
as 80 percent of people with 
COVID-19 aren’t aware they 
have the virus.” (Healthline 
Media, Inc.).

Did you know that one 
in three people in the U.S. 
will get diabetes by 2050? 
(CDC). That is 30 percent of 
the overall population and, 
interestingly, 20 percent of 
those under 20 years old will 
get it, while 25 percent of 
those over 55 years of age 
will develop it.

Did you know that at least 
one in four of the people you 
know will develop a cancer? 
(CDC) This works out to 40 
percent of men whose risk 
of death is above 21 percent, 
while women’s risk of suc-
cumbing to cancer is above 
18 percent.

Finally, did you know that 
of the USA’s 330,000,000 total 
population, as of June 28, 
2020, the total number of 
COVID cases were 2,504,175 
(CDC). Interestingly, a 
whoppingly underwhelming 
total of 125,484 deaths were 
recorded?

If you talk to your smart-
phone as I am known to do 
from time to time, first ask 
that Chinese wonder to di-
vide 1 by 100. Hopefully you 
got 0.01. That is 1 percent. 
There are 100 cents in a 
dollar. Now, ask it to divide 
2,504,175 by the total popula-
tion number above. It’s my 
guess you’ll hear 0.007588. 
Now ask the phone, mine is 
named Siri, to divide 125,484 
by that same population num-
ber. Did she say 0.0003802?

My point is COVID-19 appar-
ently has a very limited reach 
which kills just 4/100ths 
of 1 percent of the total 
population. Refer back to the 
diabetes and cancer numbers 
above.

COVID-19, the great disease 
monster, has done what no 
nation in the world could do 
with the war on terrorism. 
Closed our churches, where 
the productive taxpaying law-
abiding population gathers. 
It has closed our schools, 
where our kids should be 
preparing for their role in 
the nation’s future. And it’s 
closed our restaurants, where 
we might sit, eat and get a 
glass of wine.

Meanwhile, in Fairfax, 
teachers who should be de-
manding we reopen schools 
are, instead, demanding the 
state close them down for the 
coming year instead!

The U.S. Department of 

Everyone has been so kind
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

We want to express our 
heartfelt thanks to the entire 
community for the wonder-
ful acts of kindness we have 
been shown since the fire at 
our business on June 24. It 
was the fast thinking of Mr. 
Michael McDonald who was 
passing by that was very cru-
cial.

He smelled the smoke as 
he passed by. After he turned 
around, he saw smoke. He 
called 911 and knocked on 
the windows to alert anyone 
who might have been in the 
building. Within six minutes, 
the first responders were at 
our business.

We will be forever thank-
ful to the Gloucester Volun-
teer Fire and Rescue and the 
Abingdon Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Departments. They 
worked quickly to put out the 
fire, and they did an excellent 
job protecting as many things 
as they could with tarps. The 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
and VDOT did an outstand-
ing job in rerouting traffic so 
the fire department could do 
their job.

We have received so many 
words of love and kindness. 
Funeral directors from all 
over the state and in our 
community have offered their 
help. We feel very blessed 
that we live in a community 
where everyone cares about 
each other. Since the fire was 
contained to the residen-
tial part of our building, we 
are able to continue to serve 
families. To say that this has 
been an overwhelming week 
is an understatement. It is not 
because of the damage our 
building suffered that we feel 
this way, but because of the 
love and support of our com-
munity, family and Virginia 
Funeral Directors Association 
friends have shown us. Every-
one has been so kind.

We have lots of rebuild-
ing to do from floor to ceiling 
on three floors. We have so 
many blessings to count that 
we can’t let this fire define 
us. We have faith in the Lord 
above, hope for a brighter to-
morrow, and the love of so 
many wonderful people.

Jerry and Ann Andrews 
Andrews Funeral Home and Crematory

Gloucester, Va.

Something special at the 
museum
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

This Saturday, the nonprofit 
Mathews Historical Museum 
will celebrate the 4th with a 
special event—an outdoor 
hot dog and chili fest, a sale 
of new and donated items 
and a raffle, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. The hot dog and 
chili luncheon will be served 
open air, $3 per person (adult 
or child) from 11 a.m. until 
1:30 p.m. at the museum, 200 
Main Street, Mathews.

The sale will have a number 
of new and selected resale 
items including a unique 
display of products and gifts 
such as camel saddle bags, 
oriental rugs, children’s toys 
and much more. All these 
items have been donated by 
residents of Mathews County 
and we thank them for their 
generosity. At the same time, 
take a chance on winning 
one of three fantastic baskets 
(Kayaking Tour, Nautical, and 
Sunset Cruise).

All the proceeds of this 
event go to support the ongo-
ing mission of the Museum 
and its future programs. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the museum was unable 
to have May Faire, which 
provides the museum with 
its primary source of fund-
ing. I would like to thank 
the special events commit-
tee, chaired by Janet Clark 
assisted by Diana Swenson, 
Barbara Bass, Cindy Roman, 
Paul Hyer and Josie Thorpe, 
for all their time and hard 
work in planning and coor-
dinating this event. We look 
forward to seeing all of you 
this Saturday at the museum.

John A. Caramia Jr.
Chairman, Board of Directors
Mathews Historical Museum

We all need a hand 
sometimes
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

Giving is easy. Receiving is 
hard. A case in point: When 
I was a literacy volunteer 
25 years ago, my client was 
frustrated he was not allowed 
to give me anything in return. 
The days his eyes met mine 
and he said, “I can read” was 

Please wear a mask
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

This letter is an appeal to 
the citizens of Gloucester 
County, in this time of the 
Coronavirus, on behalf of 
individuals over 60 with 
underlying conditions such 
as myself.

It was reported in last 
week’s paper that there are 
now 47 cases of the virus re-
ported in Gloucester County.  
This is an increase in cases 
of nearly 60 percent (17) 
since the Phase I and Phase 
II preventive conditions have 
been lifted!

My appeal is that when you 
are out shopping you would 
please wear a mask and 
practice social distancing so 
that vulnerable individuals 
like me, and others, are safer. 
Clearly, the measures we 
were all taking, in the past, 
to prevent the spread of the 
virus worked but now with 
the relaxation of the preven-
tive guidelines, the virus is 
spreading.  

Phil Olekszyk
Harcum, Va.

POETIC REFLECTIONS|

BY T.A. LEACH, THE GLEBE, MATHEWS, VA.

I met him on the wind, the 
little bear, his cape askew,

His visage was a fur of 
brown, stripes of a lighter 
hue,

His pedagogic prattle 
burned my ears hard-boiled 
like egg,

When stretching tall, eyes 
flaming sharp, upon his 
small rear legs.

The California flag revealed 
this guru I had sought,

His knowledge was exten-
sive, his keen mind ablaze 
with thought,

He flew high on the crest, a 

field of white, a noble breed,
He taught me math, the 

art of heat, demanded that I 
read.

My bear, my friend, our 
pilot, has long been by my 
side,

His honor steers me 
straight, his famed require-
ments my guide,

But, now, our focus widens 
as the Nation’s flag we see,

The one with stripes, a 
field of blue, and stars that 
flutter free.

We know this country 
strong is for the independent 
bear,

The ones who walk erect, 
on their rear legs, with fur or 
hair,

We stride as sweethearts, 
hand in hand, cast loose, our 
concord rare,

The freest, the autono-
mous, the fuzzy-wuzzy pair.

Diversity and difference, 
dash and daring, backbone 
send,

From those to us, the Clan 
of Bear, who do with pluck 
defend,

The Song of Freedom, 
valor, of a Constitution lent,

Today we celebrate the 
birth of this experiment.

Bears of Freedom

to that worry. It is a program 
in all 50 states that allows a 
woman who has just given 
birth to give the child to 
them anonymously with no 
questions asked. They’ll put 
the child up for adoption. 
The program gives each preg-
nant woman eight or nine 
months to decide whether to 
keep or give up her child.

The laws are slightly differ-
ent in each state. In Virginia, 
you can give the child to an 
employee at any hospital 
emergency room or any emer-
gency rescue squad within 
the first two weeks after the 
child is born. Search the 
internet for Safe Haven laws 
(your state) for more details.

A crisis pregnancy like Care 
Net is also there to help dur-
ing the pregnancy. Things can 
always change for the better 
during that time.

Safe Haven is an infinitely 
better choice than abortion.

Robert Boudreaux
Gloucester, Va.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6A)

Commerce now estimates in 
2020 the USA economy will 
drop 7 percent compared to 
2019. Meanwhile, the econ-
omy of China will steadily 
grow by 1 percent at the 
same time.

The Wuhan virus which 
seems to have come from 
China has devastated our 
nation’s economy and caused 
our population to cower in 
fear of … what? And it has 
pent up all the productive 
energy of our youth to spawn 
the great riots with their 
looting and burning of our 
nation’s largest cities.

You don’t need a school 
teacher to do the math for 
you anymore. Your American 
created, Chinese manufac-
tured smartphone can do it 
for you. She can spell too, 
give you all the answers to a 
history or geography or phys-
ics test. So, if the teachers 
in Fairfax or other jurisdic-
tions get their demands met, 
maybe it’s the teachers union 
the cities should consider 
defunding.

Our leaders need to come 
out of their fallout shelters 
and tell the rest of us to do 
the same. Who’d of thought 
you could destroy the USA by 
scaring it to death?

“They who give up essen-
tial liberty to obtain a little 
temporary safety, deserve 
neither liberty nor safety.” —
Ben Franklin.

And that’s what’s truly 
scary about COVID and the 
riots we’ve done it all!

Bill Husztek
Gloucester, Va.

payment enough, with inter-
est.

Bay Aging helped us 
through a rocky patch. We all 
need a hand sometimes, and 
we are grateful.

If you need help, ask. Go 
ahead: make my day.

Deborah Jann
Cobbs Creek, Va.

READERS’ SPECIAL|

Skinny-dipping at Witchduck Point

BY BOB RUEGSEGGER

On July 10, 1706, Grace Sherwood, the fa-
mous Witch of Pungo, agreed to do a little 
skinny-dipping in the Lynnhaven River with 
the zealous assistance of some of her neigh-
bors. Grace indubitably considered herself 
lucky—lucky that she lived in Princess Anne 
County rather than in Salem, Massachusetts.

Seventeenh century’s Rebecca Nurse and 
Sarah Good of Salem would probably have 
been eager to undergo Grace’s trial by wa-
ter rather than to be burned at the stake or 
hanged as they were.

While witch hysteria ruled Salem in 1692, 
Virginians were a little more rational about 
dealing with allegations of witchcraft.    

To discourage “divers dangerous and scan-
dalous accusations,” justices of the local 
court in Lower Norfolk County (later Prin-
cess Anne County) declared that anyone who 
impaired the reputation or brought another’s 
life into question without sufficient proof and 
adequate witnesses would be liable to “pay 
one thousand pounds of tobacco” and to 
draw “further Censure of the Court.”

It was obvious that local justices had some 
serious doubts about the motives of folks 
that would accuse their neighbors of witch-
craft.

Accused of witchcraft by her neighbors, 
Grace agreed to a trial by water to settle the 
issue. Originally the water trial was sched-
uled for July 5, 1705 but was delayed until 
July 10, 1705 because of a bad storm. Ironi-
cally, the judges expressed concern that the 
inclement weather might threaten Grace’s 
well-being.

The word of the ducking was quickly dis-
seminated, and people from all over the colo-
ny arrived en masse at John Harper’s Planta-
tion to witness the momentous event. It must 
have been, without question, the social event 
of the season in Princess Anne County.

Surviving the “old English Test” was no 
piece of cake. Theoretically, if a person 
drowned during a ducking they were inno-
cent of witchcraft; on the other hand, if they 
floated and survived the test, then they were 
guilty of witchcraft as charged. Witchcraft 
was a hanging offense. In essence, trial by 
water was a no-win proposition.

Even a mental patient in Williamsburg’s 
Public Hospital (1773) would have been able 
to figure the odds of winning that bet.

Grace was taken to Witchduck Point, 
stripped naked, and cross-bound.  Being 
cross-bound was actually the opposite of 
what we call freestyle swimming today. Her 
left thumb was secured to her right big toe, 
and her right thumb was fastened to her left 
big toe. Her person was inspected by the 
women of the jury to ensure that she had 
not concealed something to help her escape 
from her bonds. She was wrapped naked in 
a blanket and conveyed to a waiting boat. 
Those who were gathered along the river 
bank, shouted and ridiculed Grace blatantly. 
Grace simply smiled because she knew a 
couple of things that no one else knew.

When the boat reached a location where 
the water was of sufficient depth, Grace was 
discharged from the blanket and pitched into 
the Lynnhaven River.

Two very practical skills saved Grace: she 
could swim and she could untie knots. As 
Grace floated in the river, one of the men in 
the boat, strapped a weighty Bible—prob-
ably a King James version—about her neck 
and pushed her under the water. But Grace 
shook off the good book, bobbed to the sur-
face, and began swimming. There were more 
than a few startled faces along the shoreline.

According to Florence Kimberly Turner 
in “Gateway to the New World: A History of 
Princess Anne County, Virginia 1607-1824,” 
Grace sang and laughed at the crowd while 
swimming around the cove. It was reported 
that everyone enjoyed themselves—even 
Grace.

After the water ordeal, Grace’s body was 
examined “by five antient Weamen” for teats, 
spots, or unusual marks on her body. Under 
oath, the women who examined Grace all 
affirmed that she was not like them or any 
other woman that they knew.

Grace, however, was a survivor. She es-
caped drowning and also escaped the gal-
lows. News of the witchcraft fiasco at Salem, 
of course, probably had a good deal to do 
with the latter.

Technically, since she escaped drowning 
in her trial by water, she was guilty of witch-
craft. As a result of her “conviction,” Grace 
stayed in jail for seven long years until she 
was set free in 1715.

Upon her release, Grace returned to her 
home and her three sons at a “place known 
by the name of Muddy Creek” in the “County 
of Princess Anne.” In addition to the land she 
previously owned, Royal Governor Alexan-
der Spotswood granted Grace an additional 
140 acres as compensation for her ordeal.

Unrepentant, and apparently undaunted, 
Grace Sherwood dwelled quietly at her un-
pretentious home near Muddy Creek without 
further incident until her death which oc-
curred sometime between 1733 when her will 
was dated and 1740 when it was probated at 
the Princess Anne County Courthouse. 

All things considered, Grace Sherwood’s 
adversity with her neighbors had a good deal 
more to do with human nature and jealousy 
than with the supernatural.

Some attribute Grace’s troubles to sim-
ply being a little ahead of her time. At best, 
she was regarded a little too independent, 
outspoken, and intelligent by the men folk. 
At worst, a little too pretty and a little too 
inclined to be flirtatious with her neighbors’ 
husbands.

It seemed that Grace was given to wearing 
men’s clothing when she saw fit and predis-
posed to dancing naked in the moonlight. 
When Elizabeth Hill—Luke Hill’s wife—at-
tacked and “barbarously beat” Grace in 1705, 
it was unclear whether Mistress Hill objected 
to the moonlight dancing or men’s clothing. 
Perhaps Luke Hill was taking too much notice 
of his comely, flirtatious neighbor skinny-dip-
ping in the moonlight near Muddy Creek. 

The Grace Sherwood affair probably had 
far more to do with “bewitching” men than 
with bewitching corn, cattle or cotton.

Even so, a medicine phial commonly called 
a “witchbottle” was unearthed at an archaeo-
logical site on property that once was associ-
ated with Thomas Keeling’s 1635 land grant. 
This small jar contained iron nails, brass pins, 
and a yellow colored substance (probably 
the residue of human urine) and was buried 
upside down. “Witchbottles” were intended 
to counteract the curses and spells cast by 
witches. The medicine vial uncovered on the 
Keeling property, perhaps not altogether co-
incidentally, was less than three miles from 
the cove where Grace Sherwood was ducked 
in 1706.        

BOB RUEGSEGGER PHOTOS

Grace Sherwood remained undaunted and unrepentant 
before, during, and after her ordeal in Lynnhaven Bay. This 
monument commemorates her ordeal. 

Absolute, unequivocal 
balderdash
Editor, Gazette-Journal:

An open letter to the Hon-
orable Wittman, Warner and 
Kaine.

My son-in-law is a fine, reli-
gious, family, Navy man who 
now is, as of June 24th law, 
unable to attend an indoor re-
ligious service without fear of 
facing a court martial. What 
now, gentlemen; Military Po-
lice prowling the local parish 
looking for one of their own? 
Has everyone in this coun-
try’s government lost their 
complete senses?

You have parts of this coun-
try overrun by unfettered 
anarchy and tyranny, yet, 
no one in this government 
can speak out for those who 
serve, and who find strength 
in their service to country 
and family by attending the 
church of their choice. Abso-
lute, unequivocal balderdash. 
What will you do about this? 
Anything less than a com-
plete reversal of this unlawful 
degree, and an apology to 
those who serve, is unaccept-
able.

With respect,
James Anthony “Jim” Pavik Sr.

Mathews, Va.
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FISHING BAIT AND TACKLE
WE'LL BE READY WHEN YOU ARE!!

AND DON’T FORGET OUR
AWESOME DELI AND 

FAMOUS FRIED CHICKEN

Concerts by the Bay hits pause button, not scheduling now
After canceling the last 

two concerts of its 2019-2020 
season, Concerts by the Bay 
announced that it has “hit 
pause” and will not be re-
scheduling the concerts any-
time soon.

Several important concerns 
limit what they’re able to do 
at this time, said a letter to 
patrons from organization 
president Martha Rhodes. 
First is the availability of the 
organization’s venue, the 
Harry M. Ward Auditorium at 
Mathews High School.

Rhodes said that Mathews 
School Superintendent Nancy 
Welch had expressed uncer-
tainty about when and un-
der what conditions outside 

organizations will be able to 
use the auditorium. She said 
Welch had suggested revisit-
ing the issue in three to five 
months.

“As you are probably aware, 
school systems must submit 
detailed plans to the state for 
how to open safely,” said the 
letter. “The school must fol-
low the CDC guidelines … As 
Ms. Welch stated, the strate-
gies that are put in place are 
still not guaranteed to pre-
vent viral transmission.”

Further, said Rhodes, the 
Phase 3 reopening guide-
lines described by Gov. Ralph 
Northam mandate social dis-
tancing protocols that “limit 
the number of subscribers 

below a critical level to sup-
port the concert series.”

Because local businesses 
are suffering financially, 
Rhodes said she doesn’t an-
ticipate their support this 
year.

“We feel like we cannot 
commit to starting a season 
when we do not have the fi-
nancial resources or venue to 
back it up,” said Rhodes. “In 
addition to these concerns 
we are keenly aware that 
our patrons are elderly and 
among the most vulnerable 
to COVID-19.”

Rhodes said there are still 
many unknowns about the fu-
ture, but Concerts by the Bay 
doesn’t have the luxury of 

waiting to decide until later 
about the season.

“These last few months 
have been challenging to all 
and we desire to move for-
ward to reconnect and enjoy 
each other and the creativ-
ity of life,” said Rhodes. “Al-
though there are many un-
knowns, we are hopeful for 
the future.”

If possible, she said, the 
canceled concerts will be of-
fered in the spring.

Organization patrons are in-
vited to offer comments, said 
Rhodes. Information on the 
group is available at www.
concertsbythebay.org. 

Weems painter named Bay 
School Artist of Month

Susan Sills of 
Weems has been 
named the Bay 
School Community 
Arts Center’s Artist 
of the Month for July. 
The seven canvas 
paintings in her ex-
hibit all capture the 
flora and fauna that 
inspire her.

Sills began paint-
ing at the age of 24 
by copying Audubon 
prints, which she 
felt were clear and 
simple to learn from. 
An animal lover, her 
dogs and chickens 
are often her inspi-
ration as well as her 
models.

Sills built her home 
herself, learning to 
install solar panels, 
lights, and fans. At one point, she converted her van into a 
camper and packed up two dogs and seven chickens and 
traveled to the West Coast and back, hiking and camping 
all the way. When not painting, she enjoys nature walks 
with her Azawakh breed dog “Sasha,” as well as taking 
photos, gardening and reading.

Sills will be doing a live video from her home at 11 a.m. 
on July 14. It will be viewable on the Bay School Facebook 
page.

Sills’s collection of art can be seen online at www.bay-
school-arts.com or by visiting the Bay School on Main 
Street in Mathews.

The Bay School’s Americana show, now on display, will 
run through Aug. 25. It includes iconic people, places and 
things, folk art, cultural and Americana themed art.

“Clyde on that Chair,” an acrylic on canvas paint-
ing by Susan Sills, is currently on display at the 
Bay School Community Arts Center on Main 
Street in Mathews. Sills is the school’s July Art-
ist of the Month.

Increased use of illegal fireworks anticipated in Virginia this year
The Virginia Department of 

Fire Programs’ State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office said this Fourth 
of July holiday will be signifi-
cantly different than in years’ 
past—almost all permitted 
professional fireworks shows 
have been canceled and as 
a result, a surge in non-per-
missible or illegal fireworks 
may be used in the common-
wealth.

“COVID-19 has covered 
many of our pastimes and 
traditions with a wet blanket. 
We anticipate that this Fourth 
of July, Virginians will take to 
their own devices to celebrate 
the holiday in their backyards 
or neighborhoods,” said VDFP 
Executive Director Michael 
Reilly. “On top of limited fire-
works displays, we’re dealing 
with limitations in how we as-

semble. This formula makes 
celebrating the Fourth of July 
holiday logistically compli-
cated.”

VDFP’s State Fire Marshal’s 
Office serves as the fire code 
enforcement arm of the state 
government training agency. 
In 2019, SFMO confiscated ap-
proximately 10,000 non-per-
missible fireworks that were 
either sold, used, or in pos-

GHS grad writes debut novel: ‘Faith, Hope and Baseball’
“Faith, Hope, and Base-

ball” is the debut novel of 
Richmond writer Jim Meis-
ner Jr, who graduated from 
Gloucester High School in 
1985. 

“I began the story more 
than 20 years ago as a screen-
play when I lived in Iowa,” 
Meisner said in a release. 
“Iowa has the largest popula-
tion of Amish west of the Mis-
sissippi River, and the kids 
play a lot of baseball. A post-
card of Amish kids playing 
baseball gave me the story 
idea.”

In the book, Jason is an ex-
traordinary baseball player, 
but he’s also Amish. He must 
choose between his Amish 
life and the outside world, 
knowing that if he leaves, he 
may never return to the only 
life he’s ever known. 

“I worked on the novel peri-
odically over the decades, but 
when my daughter was born 
in 2014, I got serious about 
it,” Meisner said. “While I was 
editing it, I showed the novel 
to anyone who would read it, 
and I continued to rewrite it 
for years. I made changes up 

until the month before it was 
printed.”

Meisner was the editor of 
the North Liberty Leader 
newspaper in North Liberty, 
Iowa, and a reporter for Iowa 
City’s KCJJ radio. He also 
worked in public relations for 
the Commonwealth of Virgin-
ia for 22 years.

Before living in Iowa, Meis-
ner received his undergradu-
ate degree in broadcasting 
from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. In 2009, he re-
ceived his master of divinity 
degree from the Samuel De-

Witt Proctor School of Theol-
ogy at Virginia Union Univer-
sity. 

“Faith, Hope, and Baseball” 
is published by Immortal 
Works, a small press 
publisher based in Salt Lake 
City, Utah, that specializes in 
clean genre fiction for general 
audiences.

For more about 
the book, visit www.
FaithHopeandBaseball.com. 
Purchase the book at www.
shopimmortalworks.com/
bookstore or on Amazon.

session. This is five times the 
number of non-permissible 
fireworks confiscated in 2018, 
which was roughly 2,000.

In general, any firework 
that explodes, moves on the 
ground or in the air, or shoots 
a projectile is illegal.

“Fire officials stress the 
message of ‘leaving fireworks 
to the professionals’ because 
the professionals obtain per-
mits with the State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office or within their 
respective localities,” said 
VDFP Assistant State Fire 
Marshal of Special Operations 
Billy Hux.

Only “permissible fire-
works,” as defined in the Code 
of Virginia, can be legally sold, 
possessed or used within the 
commonwealth. A list of per-
missible fireworks can be 
viewed on the VDFP website. 
The fireworks listed in this 
document have been field 
tested to compare the items 
to the performance criteria of 
the American Fireworks Stan-
dards Laboratory. Permis-
sible fireworks may also be 
further limited in different lo-
calities. Check local ordinanc-
es as well as the Statewide 
Fire Prevention Code prior to 
purchasing and utilizing fire-
works.

The sale, possession and/or 
use of any fireworks not clas-
sified as permissible is pro-
hibited.

Violations can be prosecut-
ed as a Class 1 Misdemeanor, 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $2,500 and/or up to 
one year in jail. Any illegal 
fireworks can be confiscated.

Many localities prohibit the 
sale, possession or use of all 
fireworks. SFMO started con-
ducting statewide fireworks 
stand inspections in June and 
will continue this month, to 
include July 4th. VDFP Assis-
tant State Fire Marshal of Spe-
cial Operations Hux added, 
“SFMO will be assisting state 
and local partners with the 
enforcement of the Statewide 
Fire Prevention Code for per-
missible and non-permissible 
fireworks usage throughout 
the state.”

If you do use permissible 
fireworks, follow these impor-
tant safety precautions.

—Check local ordinances 
on the use of fireworks.

—Fireworks can only be 
used on private property with 
the consent of the owner.

—Never use fireworks in-
doors.

—Never use fireworks while 
under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs.

—Never allow children to 
use fireworks.

—Ensure adequate clear-
ance from people, buildings 
and combustible material.

—Have a garden hose 
(turned on) or other water 
source readily available in 
case of fire.

—Soak spent fireworks in 
water before placing them in 
the trash.

—Always follow the manu-
facturer’s instructions.

—Never hold the fireworks 
in your hands while lighting 
them.

—Never point fireworks at a 
person.
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ROSALIE M.V. CUMBEE
Rosalie M.V. Cumbee, 77, 

of Gloucester Point, passed 
away peacefully in her sleep 
on Friday, June 19, 2020, in 
the Manor Care Nursing Fa-
cility, Richmond, where she 
resided for six months.  

Rosalie was born June 6, 
1943 in Delhi, New York, to 
William Joseph and Virginia 
Hansen Vogel. She was the 
youngest of three children.  
Rosalie was the loving wife 
of James S. Cumbee. She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, formerly of 
New Bern, North Carolina.

Rosalie received her B.S. 
and M.S. degrees in Biology from East Carolina University 
and her Ph.D. in Marine Science from the College of William 
and Mary. She worked at the Chesapeake Biological Labo-
ratory in Solomons, Maryland, and was affiliated with the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science in Gloucester Point. Ro-
salie most recently worked at Respite Care in Williamsburg.  
There she shared love of family and nature, her story-telling 
skills, love of literature and poetry, and heartfelt compas-
sion with those who needed a word of encouragement or a 
tender hand to hold. 

She leaves behind her husband, James S. Cumbee, 
Gloucester Point; sister, Marcelle V. Cherau (Chris), Poinci-
ana, Florida, and brother, William C. Vogel (Dorothy), New 
Bern, North Carolina. Also surviving her are a loving niece, 
Theresa M. Kilmer, Richmond; three nephews, Phillip Kilmer 
(Debbie), Billy Vogel and Louis Vogel, all of New Bern, N.C.; 
a brother-in-law, David Cumbee, Wilmington, North Carolina.

The family would like to extend our gratitude to her niece, 
Terri Kilmer, who was a loving caregiver, as well as the staff 
of Manor Care Nursing Home for their attentiveness and 
care.

Memorials may be made in Rosalie’s name to Abingdon 
Episcopal Church or to the charity of your choice.

A memorial service is planned for Oct. 10, 2020 at 11 a.m. at 
her home church, Abingdon Episcopal, Gloucester, Virginia.

JOHN WILLIAM HUDGINS
John William Hudgins, 87, 

of Gloucester, went to be 
with the Lord on Sunday 
evening, June 28, 2020.

He was preceded in death 
by his daughter, Sylvia. He 
is survived by his wife of 
30 years, Ruth Hudgins; 12 
children, Dolly, Ann, Tam-
my, Linda, Valerie, Gwen-
dolyn, Bryant, John, Allen, 
Howard, George, Eric, and 
numerous grandchildren.

Visitation will be held at 
Carter Funeral Home-Den-
bigh Chapel on Monday, 
July 6, 2020, at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by the service at 11 
a.m.

Obituaries

THOMAS GERALD HUDGINS
Thomas Gerald Hudgins, 

lovingly known as “Pop-Pop,” 
81, of Beaverlette, passed 
away after a long illness on 
Saturday, June 27, 2020.

He was an Army veteran 
and drove tractor-trailers 
cross-country for 40 years 
for Amory Seafood of Hamp-
ton and Abilene Motor Ex-
press of Petersburg.

He is survived by his wife of 
60 years, Rosemary Hudgins; 
his children, Brenda, Gerald 
“Bubba” (Pam), and Tommy 
(Marti); his brothers, Wade 
Hudgins and Dickie Bur-
roughs; his grandchildren, 

Ashley, Becca, Benjamin, and Carrie, and his great-grand-
daughter, Kaylee. He was predeceased by his brother, Dalton; 
his son, Steven, and his granddaughter, Sarah.

A private family service will be held at a later date. Andrews 
Funeral Home is assisting the family with the arrangements.

JUNE ANNE KOEPPEN
June Anne Koeppen of 

Hayes, passed away at the age 
of 91 on Thursday, June 25, 
2020, at Riverside Walter Reed 
Hospital.

Mrs. Koeppen was a de-
voted wife for 67 years and a 
loving mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother, she 
was also a devout Catholic 
having served the Catholic 
Diocese in New York for many 
years; she enjoyed watching 
old westerns, reading and 
traveling; however, her family 
always came first.

Husband, Arthur P. Koeppen 
and a son, Stephen J. Koep-

pen preceded her in death. She is survived by a son, Michael  
Koeppen (Kim); grandson, Matthew Koeppen (Kate), and three 
great-grandsons.

A graveside service was held at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, June 30, 
2020, in Rosewell Memorial Garden Cemetery conducted by 
Father Gregory Kandt.

In memory of our loved one, contributions may be made 
to St. Jude Children’s Hospital, P.O. Box 50, Memphis, Tenn. 
38101.

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

SUSAN DIANNE LOFURNO
Susan Dianne Lofurno, 

65, a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, and friend to 
many, was called home on 
June 24, 2020, to help the 
Lord in keeping his financial 
records balanced.

She was born in Halifax, 
North Carolina, May 15, 
1955, but raised a Hampton 
girl, graduating from Hamp-
ton High School in 1974. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Jo Ann Willis 
and William David Green Jr. 
and a host of fur-babies. She 
is survived by her husband 
of 46 years, Michael Lofurno; 

two daughters, Carly Lofurno Reader (Daniel) and Jessica 
Lofurno Dutton (Seth). She was a proud Nana and Grandma 
D to her five grandchildren, Braedon and Dew Willett, and 
Ashlyn, Cameron, and Sydney Reader. 

Dianne was a lifelong resident of Virginia and a Gloucester 
resident for 44 years, where she spent most of her career as a 
Full Charge Bookkeeper for Gloucester High School. Prior to 
that, she spent some time with VIMS and William and Mary. 
Dianne was the epitome of a matriarch who loved her family 
unconditionally. She never turned down a good motorcycle 
ride with our dad or an afternoon watching Westerns and 
she always found joy in that first morning cup of coffee. She 
will be remembered for her sage advice, kindness to others, 
and her giving spirit. 

A very special thank-you to the nurses and staff at Riv-
erside Peninsula Cancer Center for their compassion and 
gentle care of our mother.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in her memory to 
Shriner’s Hospitals for Children. Andrews Funeral Home & 
Crematory is in charge of arrangements, which will be later 
decided. 

BARBARA JOAN LINDSEY
Our beautiful butterfly, 

Barbara Joan Lindsey of 
Wicomico, flew away to 
meet her Savior Jesus on 
Tuesday, June 23, 2020. “A 
Symbol of Hope...A but-
terfly lights beside us like 
a sunbeam and for a brief 
moment its glory and 
beauty belong to our world 
but then it flies again and 
though we wish it could 
have stayed...we feel lucky 
to have seen it.”

                        -Unknown.
Joan was born in Wash-

ington, D.C., in the spring 
of 1943. She touched many 

lives from where she lived, to her travels near and far; from 
the Panama Canal Zone to Alaska, she always left her sweet 
spirit with those she met.

Heavenly, she joins her parents, Doyle and Sue Ambrose; 
sons, Andrew Lindsey and Jerry Lindsey; a sister, Barbara 
Ambrose; grandchildren, Tracy Lindsey Garlo, and Lonnie 
Lindsey. She is survived by her daughters, Rebecca Lind-
sey of Kernersville, North Carolina, Teresa Lindsey Altemus 
(John) of Wicomico, Patty Lindsey Wolpert (Todd) of Nor-
folk, and Shannen Lindsey Jenkins of Wicomico; son, Joe M. 
Lindsey Jr. (Dale) of Westville, Florida; a daughter-in-law, Le-
ona Lindsey, Westville; sister, Rosie Wells (Bill) of Wellsville, 
Ohio; a cousin, Larry Bucklew (Debbi) Morgantown, West 
Virginia; grandchildren, Kimberly, Melissia, Ryan, Kyle, Ko-
lin, Donna and Kylie; great-grandchildren, Donovan, Isaac, 
Kinley, Noah and Marti. There are many more who lovingly 
called her Nana, grandma and friend. 

The family will receive friends at Hogg Funeral Home on 
Thursday, July 2, 2020, from 10-11:30 a.m., with a graveside 
service at noon, in Providence Baptist Church Cemetery, 
3501 Providence Road, Hayes, Va. 23072. From God’s garden 
where she sits among the fragrant flowers, she reminds us 
all, “Have a butterfly day!”

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

WALTER RANDOLPH NORWOOD
Walter Randolph Norwood, 

age 70, of Hayes, died on 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020, 
at Riverside Regional Medi-
cal Center surrounded by his 
family.

Randy began his employ-
ment with Ball Corporation at 
its Williamsburg plant in the 
1970s and traveled both na-
tionally and internationally, 
retiring from the company’s 
manufacturing group in Den-
ver, Colorado, after 42 years. 
He loved fishing, cars, NAS-
CAR racing, and Corvettes.

Mother, Marie Hicks; step-
mother, Edna Norwood, and 

grandson, John Hisey, preceded him in death. Randy is sur-
vived by his loving wife, Brenda; daughter, Laura Hisey (Hank); 
son, Rusty Norwood (Tina); granddaughter, Lydia Hisey Cham-
bers (Jonathan); father, Walter Norwood Sr.; siblings, Debbie 
Ward (Julian), Darlene Peyton (Alvin), Walter Norwood Jr. (Lo-
retta), Scott Hicks, as well as a host of nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends at Hogg Funeral Home on, 
Thursday, July 2, 2020, from 6-7 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, masks are required. Inurnment will be private.

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

DONALD FRANKLIN DUNSTON
Donald Franklin Dunston, 81, of Hayes, died Tuesday, June 

30, 2020.
Funeral arrangements are pending at this time. Andrews 

Funeral Home & Crematory, Gloucester, is in charge of ar-
rangements.

VIVIAN MARILYN DEAL BURNETTE
Vivian Marilyn Deal Bur-

nette, 91, passed away on 
the morning of Saturday, 
June 27, 2020.

She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
54 years, Donald Burnette; 
parents, Charlie and Verna 
West Deal. Also preceded in 
death by her brothers, Brax-
ton Deal and Samuel Deal; 
sister, Ethel Hurley, and 
nephew, Gene Hurley.

She is survived by her 
sons, David (Dave) Bur-
nette (Jana) of Gloucester, 
Steven Burnette (Joice) of 
Mathews;  grandchildren, 

Sarah Sweet (Michael) of Suffolk, Paul Burnette of Mathews, 
Leslie Blanks (David) of Mathews, Ryan Hogge (Allison) of 
St. Johns, Florida; five great-grandchildren;  sister-in-law, 
Delorese Robins of Richmond, and many lifelong neighbors 
and friends she loved dearly.

She was a lifelong resident of Gloucester, spending many 
years as a beautician at The Old Village Beauty Shop and 
Sanders Nursing Home. In her later years, she made hair 
cutting/beautician house calls. She never missed an oppor-
tunity to get her scissors and comb in a head of hair she 
felt needed her attention. She loved her church, her family, 
bowling, yard sales, playing cards, Bingo, canning, baking 
cakes, crabbing, and gardening. She was a lovely lady who 
rarely met a stranger. She will forever be missed and live on 
in our hearts and memories. God has gained another angel. 
Rest in peace, Mom.

A special thank-you to her caregivers at Riverside Conva-
lescent Center, Saluda.

Memorial donations in her memory may be made to your 
favorite charity.

A graveside service will be held at Severn Church, Naxera, 
on Monday, July 6, 2020, at 10 a.m. Services will be conduct-
ed by the Rev. Bill West.

Andrews Funeral Home & Crematory, Gloucester, is in 
charge of arrangements.

JAMES RILEY HENRY
James Riley Henry, 71, of Gloucester, passed away peace-

fully at home surrounded by family on Monday, June 8, 2020. 
Jim was born May 16, 1949 in Dayton, Ohio, to Countess 

and Charles Henry. After graduating from Vandalia Butler 
High School in 1967, he enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served 
in Vietnam before reenlisting to service at several posts 
overseas. His favorite post was Fort Eustis where he met his 
wife, Karen whom he would marry on June 1, 1974 and spend 
the next 46 years with. 

Jim was preceded in death by both of his parents. He is 
survived by his wife, Karen Henry of Gloucester; son, Scott 
Henry and wife Sherri of Dallas, Texas; daughter, Traci Ed-
wards and husband Steve of Newport News; grandchildren, 
Brandon Henry of Hampton, Ella Edwards of Newport News, 
Jacob Henry and Colin Henry of Dallas, Texas. Jim is also 
survived by his brother, Raymond Henry and wife Judy 
of Troy, Ohio, as well as nephew, Mike, niece, Tammy and 
niece, Nicole.

After retiring from the military in 1987, Jim went on to work 
a couple jobs; however, by far his favorite job was at Ampro 
Shipyard in Weems. Jim felt at home on the water and help-
ing the fishermen and casual captains maintain their boats. 
He always spoke warmly of them and his boss, Lynn Kellum 
and her husband Tommy. Jim also carried a strong love for 
animals that was apparent in the way he helped take care of 
every animal he found that needed help.

A memorial service will be held Saturday, July 11, 2020, at 
3 p.m. at Andrews Funeral Home located at 7192 Main Street, 
Gloucester, and will be open to all those who would like to 
attend. 

BETTY G. LEIGH
Betty G. Leigh, 86, died 

peacefully on June 30, 2020 
at her home on Aberdeen 
Creek in Gloucester. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents, Franklin and Irene 
German of Dutton, and her 
brother, Donald German.

Betty is survived and 
loved by her husband of 66 
years, Thomas Fred Leigh, 
and her three children, Tere-
sa Leigh-Zimmerman (Tom), 
Cathy Walters (John), and 
David Leigh (Sandy). Her 
grandchildren and their 
spouses and great-grand-
children brought her great 

joy. She also leaves behind her brother, Milton German (Glo-
ria); her sister-in-law, Linda German, and a large extended 
family.

Betty was mostly a stay at home mom, and some might re-
member her smile from her working at Rich’s Supermarket, 
Roses, Wallace Foods, and Fitchett’s Hardware. She always 
thought of others first, especially Fred and her children. She 
and Fred enjoyed many trips together and time spent with 
family at Nags Head. A calm boat ride and reading a good 
book were also a part of her life. She was of the Baptist faith.

A graveside service, officiated by the Rev. Mike Gray, will 
be held at Rosewell Memorial Garden Cemetery on Sunday 
at 1 p.m. The family asks that attendees will responsibly 
wear masks and follow social distancing guidelines. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Gloucester 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Squad, P.O. Box 1417, Gloucester, 
Va. 23061.

The family would like to give a special thanks to her care-
givers for their loving care for the past two years.

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

804-642-4645 

Burress Tree & Stump 
Service, Inc.

Landscaping • Bushhogging
Next Time You See A Tree, Think of Me

Licensed and Insured
Since 1975Box 81

Wicomico, VA 23184 DEAN BURRESS
Gloucester, VA Owner continued ON PAGE 10A



Y M C K

10A  GLOUCESTER-MATHEWS GAZETTE-JOURNAL 		  THURSDAY JULY 2, 2020

LLooccaatteedd  iinn  ffrroonntt  ooff  TTJJ  MMAAXXXX
66668855  FFooxx  CCeennttrree  PPaarrkkwwaayy,,  GGlloouucceesstteerr    

880044--221100--11887777

OOffffeerriinngg  CCuurrbbssiiddee  &&  OOuuttddoooorr  SSeeaattiinngg  
((jjuusstt  ccaallll  iinn  yyoouurr  oorrddeerr  ffoorr  ffaasstteerr  sseerrvviiccee))  OOuuttddoooorr  wwiinnddooww  sseerrvviiccee

CChheecckk  oouutt  oouurr  ffaacceebbooookk,,  GGooooggllee  aanndd  IIGG
ppaaggeess  ffoorr  uupp  ttoo  ddaattee  ffllaavvoorrss!!

C O M P A N Y

Open All Season!  
Corner of Short Lane & Rt. 17 • Gloucester • 804-695-2999

www.shortlaneicecreamco.com

Sal’s Sicilian Pizza
Takeout & Curbside

Free Delivery within a 5 mile radius.

Full Menu & Specials
Mon.-Thurs 10:30-9:30 • Sat. & Sun 10:30-10:30

804-642-6470
2520 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Where Summer Dining is a
Breath of Fresh Air

In Memory of 
Jared Tyler Hudgins
March 28, 1985 – July 3, 2005

I found a picture of you
One that I had not seen in a while
I held it gently in my hands

Lost for a moment in your smile

I found a card from you
Written in your own special way
I held it gently in my hands

Lost for the moment in that day

Memories, sweet gifts from you
To allow my heart a breath

To let me be lost for a moment
To remember life not just death.

-Author unknown
Love, Mom, Dad, and Tara

In memory of
Harry Woodrow Atwell Sr.
Oct. 7, 1943~July 5, 2017

Happy Birthday!
You’ve been gone for three years, 
seems like yesterday that you left.
We miss you and love you so much. 
You will be in our hearts forever.

Wife, Lucy and children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren

North 
resident 

dies in RTV 
accident

Walter Martens Strieter, 75, 
of North, died as a result of 
injuries he suffered in a two-
vehicle accident early Sat-
urday evening in Mathews 
County, according to Sgt. 
Michelle Anaya from the Vir-
ginia State Police.

At approximately 5:40 p.m., 
the VSP was called to the 
accident on Route 14, east-
bound approximately 3/4 of a 
mile east of Route 3. A 2007 
Toyota Tundra was traveling 
eastbound on Route 14, ran 
off the road right and struck 
a Kubota RTV (rough terrain 
vehicle), which was being 
operated by Strieter.

Strieter was taken to Riv-
erside Walter Reed Hospital, 
where he later died of his in-
juries. The driver of the Toy-
ota Tundra was charged with 
reckless driving.

This was the first traffic fa-
tality in Mathews in 2020.

IN MEMORIAM|

CARD OF THANKS|
BROWNLEY--The family of Steve Brownley thanks family, 
friends, and church family, for their many acts of kindness dur-
ing Steve’s illness and passing. Our thanks for the prayers, food, 
flowers, calls, and cards. The support from the Riverside Cancer 
Center, Home Health Care and Riverside Walter Reed Hospice, 
how blessed we were to have this special help, love and care. 
May God bless each and every one of you. 

With love, 
Violet and Family

JAY FULTON PAINTER
Jay Fulton Painter, 64, of 

Gwynn, passed away on 
Friday, June 26, 2020. He 
worked full-time at Lowe’s 
in Gloucester for nearly 16 
years, helping customers 
in the hardware and tools 
department. His time there 
and the friends he made 
while working held a very 
special place in his heart.

Jay is survived by his 
children, Jamie, Patrick and 
Michael Painter; his work 
family at Lowe’s, and also 
numerous friends and cus-
tomers.

The family received 
friends on Wednesday, July 
1, 2020, from 6-8 p.m. at 

Faulkner Funeral Homes, Foster-Faulkner Chapel, Mathews. 
Graveside services will be held at 11 a.m., Thursday, July 2, 
2020, at Gwynn’s Island Cemetery, Gwynn.

Please be advised that current state-mandated guidelines 
will apply to all in attendance, including social distancing 
and appropriate face covering. We sincerely appreciate your 
understanding.

JESSIE COLUMBUS WEST JR.
Jessie Columbus West Jr., age 65, of Port Haywood, died at 

Riverside Regional Medical Center on April 23, 2020.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Jessie C. West Sr. 

and Alvia “Chody” West, and brother, William Anthony West.
He retired from the Gloucester County Sheriff’s Office.
He is survived by his wife, Betsy F. West; son, Shane West; 

daughter, Mindy McCann (Luke); sister, Angela Foster (Rich-
ard), and a host of extended family.

Jessie is forever in our hearts.
Please join us at 6276 Jarvis Point Lane, Gloucester, on July 

11, 2020 at 1:30 p.m.
Due to COVID-19, social distancing is encouraged.

KATHLEEN SWEELEY
Kathleen Sweeley, 67, died 

at her home in York County 
on June 29, 2020, surrounded 
by her loving family.

Kathy, as she was known by 
her family and friends, retired 
after 31 years with Master 
Cleaners, Williamsburg. Kathy 
enjoyed her crafts and baking. 
Her passion was the wonder-
ful times she spent with her 
family, especially being “Ma-
maw” to her precious grand-
children, Nathan and Madi-
son. She was at every event 
for them, cheering and being 
their constant support of love 
and showing how proud she 

was of them. She truly was a woman who knew what uncon-
ditional love meant. Every memory of Kathy will be cherished 
each and every day for the rest of our lives. 

She was preceded in death by her son, Michael Sweeley 
Jr., and brother, Hugh “Butch” Ryan. She is survived by her 
loving daughter, Michelle S. Gross (Brian); grandson, Nathan 
Wayne Gross, and granddaughter, Madison Nicole Gross. She 
is also survived by siblings, Dale Prosser (Barry), Michael 
Ryan (Vicki), John “Gibby” Ryan (Sarah), Lori McKay (Jim) and 
many nieces and nephews.

Services will be private. In memory of our beloved “Mamaw,” 
please consider contributions to the American Cancer Soci-
ety, c/o Nancy Dransfield, 7274 Joseph Lewis Road, Hayes, Va. 
23072.

Services under the direction of Hogg Funeral Home.

NORRIS RICHARDSON
Norris Richardson of Mathews, died Tuesday, June 30, 

2020.
Faulkner Funeral Homes, Foster-Faulkner Chapel, 

Mathews, is assisting the family.

WALTER M. STRIETER
Walter M. Strieter of North, died Saturday, June 27, 2020.
Faulkner Funeral Home, Foster-Faulkner Chapel, Mathews, is 

assisting the family.

OBITUARIES|
continued FROM PAGE 9A

Supervisors to 
consider cell tower 
lease agreements

BY TYLER BASS

The Gloucester Board of 
Supervisors will return to in-
person meetings this Tues-
day at 7 p.m. The meeting 
will be held in the T.C. Walker 
Education Center auditorium 
and will include a public 
hearing to consider tower 
lease agreements between 
Gloucester County and Cell-
co Partnership.

Cellco would be doing 
business as Verizon Wireless 
for a five-year lease agree-
ment, placing equipment on 
the Beehive Drive transmis-
sion tower and the Belle-
haven Drive water tower. 
In exchange for the space, 
Gloucester would receive a 
total of $41,600 annually for 
both towers. 

The equipment would in-
crease the cell service in the 
areas where the towers are 
located. A concern for the 
lease expressed by several 

supervisors was the possi-
bility of its interfering with 
future broadband develop-
ment. The representative 
from Cellco said that other 
companies would be able to 
lease space at other eleva-
tions if their equipment does 
not interfere with Verizon’s.

Also on the agenda is a 
continued discussion of 
CARES Act funding. There 
is a chance that some of 
the funds can be used for  
COVID-19 related expendi-
tures for the 2020 presiden-
tial election. 

Though the meeting will 
be in person, Gloucester 
residents will still have the 
ability to submit citizen com-
ments by mail or online as 
they have been doing for the 
past few months. However, 
the phone lines that were 
used to record voicemails 
for comments are no longer 
active.

PUBLIC CALENDAR|

TUESDAY

COMMUNITY POLICY: The 
Gloucester County Community 
Policy and Management team 
will meet at 12:30 p.m. Tuesday 
via electronic means.
EDA: The Mathews County Eco-
nomic Development Author-
ity will meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday 
in the historic courthouse on 
Court Street. 
SUPERVISORS: The Gloucester 
County Board of Supervisors 
will meet at 7 p.m. Tuesday at 
T.C. Walker Education Center. 
This will be the first in-person 
meeting the Board of Super-
visors has had since the shut-
down.

WEDNESDAY

WETLANDS: The Gloucester 
County Wetlands Board and 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation 
& Erosion Commission will meet 
to take applications for shore-
line erosion projects at 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 8, in the co-
lonial courthouse.

NEXT THURSDAY

PLANNING COMMISSION: The 
Gloucester County Planning 
Commission will meet at 7 p.m. 
next Thursday, July 9, at the T.C. 
Walker Education Center.

Yorktown 
museum to 
hold Liberty 
Celebration 

The American Revolu-
tion Museum at Yorktown 
reopened last week, with 
new safety protocols and 
social-distancing proce-
dures. This Fourth of July, 
the museum will salute the 
244th anniversary of the 
Declaration with its Liberty 
Celebration.

From 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, visitors can enjoy 
interpretive programs, ar-
tillery demonstrations and 
learn about the challenges 
that faced our nation’s 
founders.

“Liberty Celebration,” 
supported in part by the 
Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation, Inc. Annual 
Fund, is included with mu-
seum admission: $15.25 for 
adults, $7.75 for youth ages 
6-12 and free for children 
under age 6.

‘Forgotten Soldier’ exhibit  
reopens for limited time

The “Forgotten Soldier: 
African Americans in the 
Revolutionary War” special 
exhibition at the American 
Revolution Museum at York-
town reopened on June 24 for 
an extended two-week show-
ing through Wednesday, July 8. 

“Forgotten Soldier” ex-
plores the personal stories 
of enslaved and free African 
Americans on both sides of 
the American Revolution 
and illuminates the difficult 
choices and risks faced by 
African Americans during a 
revolutionary time in history 
and the varied and indispens-
able roles they played during 
the war and beyond, a release 
stated.

The exhibition features ar-
tifacts and rare documents, 
most notably the American 
“Inspection Roll of Negroes 
No. 1” and the British “Book 
of Negroes,” on loan from 
the U.S. National Archives in 
Washington, D.C., and The 

National Archives (Public 
Record Office), Kew, London, 
England, reunited for the first 
time since 1783. The Ameri-
can and the British ledgers 
record the names of approxi-
mately 3,000 African-Amer-
ican men, women, and chil-
dren who escaped to British 
lines during the war in hopes 
of obtaining their freedom.

The exhibition also features 
an original work by Titus 
Kaphar, an American con-
temporary artist and 2018 
MacArthur Fellow whose 
work reconfigures subjects 
in art history, often reinsert-
ing African Americans into fa-
miliar narratives of the past. 
Surrounded by 18th-century 
stories of African-Ameri-
can soldiers before, during 
and after the Revolution, 
Kaphar’s three-dimensional 
sculpture, titled “Forgotten 
Soldier,” invites visitors to 
“shift their gaze” or look at 
history through a new lens to 
contemplate these soldiers 

often overlooked in historical 
accounts. His paintings and 
sculptures have garnered a 
national spotlight in exhibits 
and have graced the cover of 
Time magazine twice; once 
in 2014 and most recently 
this month. The project is 
in partnership with the Wil-
liamsburg Contemporary Art 
Center.

Other significant loans on 
exhibit for a short time are:

Dunmore’s Proclamation 
of 1775 from the Albert and 
Shirley Small Special Collec-
tions Library, University of 
Virginia. The document by 
Lord Dunmore, the last royal 
governor of Virginia, prom-
ised freedom to all enslaved 
African Americans owned 
by rebelling Patriots, if they 
would serve and bear arms 
with loyalty to Great Britain.

For more information about 
“Forgotten Soldier,” visit his-
toryisfun.org/forgotten-sol-
dier.
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Kindergarten Registration 
Mathews County Public Schools will hold a “drive through” kindergarten registration
for the 2020-2021 school year on July 13 from 10:00-12:00 and July 15 from 5:00-
7:00 in the Lee-Jackson Elementary School parking lot.  Eligible children must be 5
years of age on or before September 30, 2020.  Parents will be required to fill out
a Mathews County Public Schools’ registration form, provide their driver’s license
and provide an original birth certificate for the child.  Also required for registration
is evidence of residency and a physical examination by a licensed physician and ev-
idence of immunization. These documents can be faxed or emailed prior to the first
day of school.
Staff will be on hand to deliver paperwork to vehicles and to collect the completed
registration forms and documents as the school is closed to visitors at this time due
to Covid-19.  Parents/guardians can call the school if no one is present in the parking
lot upon arrival.  
Questions concerning registration should be directed to Lee Jackson Elementary
School, (804)725-2580.  Documents can be faxed to (804)725-3428.Join us in 

congratulating our  
scholarship winner! 
Kathryn Mew, a 2020 graduate of 
Mathews High School, was selected by 
the trustees of Mathews Memorial 
Library to receive an academic 
scholarship award. Kathryn will be 
attending the University of Richmond. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Mathews Memorial Library 
Endowment Fund was established to 
encourage and support individuals 
choosing to pursue a career in library 
science or related fields. Additional 
information can be obtained by 
contacting the library at 804.725.5747 

Mathews County Public Schools is participating in the Summer Food Service
Program.  Meals will be provided to all children without charge and are the
same for all children regardless of race, color, national origin, sex, age or dis-
ability, and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service.
Meals will be provided, on a first-come, first-served basis, at the sites and
times as follows:

Pick up in the Mathews High School Bus Loop 
Monday-Friday 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Delivery by request.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices,
and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA pro-
grams are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin,
sex, religious creed, disability, age, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation
for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by
USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Lan-
guage, etc.) should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied
for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages
other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form (AD-3027) found online at: How to File a
Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mathews Memorial Library is launching a book 
mobile program for young readers running July 9-
August 27.  On Thursdays from 10:00-12:00, the 
book mobile will make stops throughout 
Mathews bringing books out of the library and 
into the community. 

 
July 9 & 23; August 6 & 20 

10-10:30  Gwynn’s Island Civic Center  

10:45-11:15  Mathews YMCA 

11:30-12  Cobbs Creek Post Office  

July 16 & 30; August 13 & 27 

10-10:30  Bethel United Methodist Church 

10:45-11:15  Port Haywood Post Office  

11:30-12  Beulah United Methodist Church  

 
804-725-5747 | www.mathewslibrary.org 

Books provided by the Friends of Mathews Memorial Library  

CHARLIE KOENIG / GAZETTE-JOURNAL

Mathews County Superintendent of Schools Nancy Welch, center, accepts a pair of checks totaling $25,000 to support the 
division’s Summer Food Service Program. Making the presentation were MCF vice chairman Ron Lambert and Margaret Nost, 
Regional Affiliate Director of the Community Foundation of Greater Richmond, of which the MCF is a part. Lambert praised 
the Mathews Women’s Giving Circle for contributing the lion’s share of the emergency donation.

Mathews school board closes 
books on 2019-2020

BY CHARLIE KOENIG 

The Mathews County 
School Board closed the finan-
cial books on the 2019-2020 
school year during a special 
end-of-year meeting Tuesday 
morning in the Mathews High 
School media center.

Superintendent of Schools 
Nancy Welch reviewed the ex-
penditures and revenues for 
the budget year that ended 
on June 30. Out of a budget 
of more than $15.5 million, 
there is only $109,765.89 that 
expected to remain as leeway 
for auditing purposes.

“That’s our wiggle room,” 
Welch said, “and that is very, 
very tight.”

As of June 27, the school di-
vision paid out $14,235,808.34 
with estimated accruals in July 
and August of $1,282,847.80 
for expenses incurred dur-
ing the current year. Once all 
the bills have been paid, any 
money left in the FY 2019-2020 
budget reverts to the county.

School board member Jean-
ice Sadler suggested that su-
pervisors be asked for some 
or all of the approximately 
$100,000 remaining to be used 
for additional athletic depart-
ment funds, once the fiscal 
year’s accounts are settled. 
The topic of athletics came 
up later during Tuesday’s 
meeting, with school board 
member Desmond Smith ask-
ing about the status of the up-
coming sports season in light 
of COVID-19.

Welch replied that no deci-
sion has been made by the 
Virginia High School League 
yet, but she said that precau-
tions surrounding the virus 
will likely result in additional 
expense as far as transporta-

tion for the teams, with more 
buses having to be used for 
away games. School board 
chairman John Priest also 
pointed out that athletic de-
partments are dependent 
upon gate revenues to pay 
expenses, and restrictions 
placed on attendance will cut 
off that source of revenue.

In other actions, the school 
board approved a number of 
new and revised policies, in-
cluding one that spells out the 
procedure when law enforce-
ment officers are at a school 
to interrogate a student. In 
that instance, the officer shall 
first report to the main office 
and the principal be notified 
of the request. The student’s 
parents and the principal or 
his or her designee may be 
present for the interrogation 
if requested by the student. In 
any case, the parent or guard-
ian will be notified as soon as 
practical that their child was 
interrogated by law enforce-
ment.

Following a closed session, 
the board approved the resig-
nation of MHS science teacher 
Betsy Little for the 2020-2021 
school year.

Also following the closed 
session, Priest announced 
that he will not be accepting a 
salary as a school board mem-
ber for the coming year. Priest 
said that in light of many peo-
ple losing their jobs, and with 
him and his wife receiving 
$2,400 in federal stimulus pay-
ments, he decided he would 
like to donate his salary back 
to the school district.

In final comments, Sadler 
praised the work that Welch 
has been doing to get ready 
for the coming school year. 

“You are doing an exceptional 
job. I don’t envy your position 
at all,” Sadler told the super-
intendent. “I’d like to second 
that,” Smith added.

Welch is continuing to de-
velop plans for the fall re-
opening of school and will 
be reviewing the data from a 
community online survey that 
ended on June 30.

Summer Food Service Program
Prior to the start of Tues-

day’s meeting, Welch partici-
pated in a presentation with 
two members of the Mathews 
Community Foundation 
which had awarded a $25,000 
emergency grant in support of 
the school division’s Summer 
Food Service Program.

Much of the money for the 
grant came from the Mathews 
Women’s Giving Circle. Host-
ed by the Mathews Commu-
nity Foundation, the Giving 
Circle seeks to support the 
well-being of women and fami-
lies in the county.

The summer meals program 
will provide 50 days of break-
fast and lunch to approximate-
ly 275 Mathews County stu-
dents. Meals will be provided 
to all children without charge, 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Pickup will be held at 
the Mathews High School bus 
loop from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. weekdays, with delivery 
upon request.

The school board will hold 
its annual retreat from 9 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
July 16 in the Thomas Hunter 
Middle School multipurpose 
room. The board’s next regu-
lar monthly meeting will be 
held at 6 p.m. on the following 
Tuesday, July 21, in the MHS 
media center.

VIMS hosts 
‘Summer 

On the Bay 
Online’ 

through 
August

Students can explore and 
learn about the Chesapeake 
Bay this summer through 
“Summer On the Bay Online,” 
hosted by the Virginia Insti-
tute of Marine Science.

Join educators from the 
Chesapeake Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve 
(CBNERR) online every week 
from June 15-Aug. 31 to learn 
about estuaries, macroin-
vertebrates, dissection and 
more. 

CBNERR educators will 
post a video for each topic, 
plus other resources like craft 
projects, online simulations 
and experiments students 
can do at home. There may 
even be some virtual field 
trips throughout the summer.

Materials will be mostly 
appropriate for elementary 
and middle school students, 
but can be adapted for high 
school students. The program 
is open to all, free of charge. 
Students can connect with ed-
ucation staff to ask questions, 
tell them what you’ve made 
or just say “Hi.”

Check the Summer On the 
Bay webpage at www.vims.
edu/cbnerr/summer-on-bay 
or the CBNERR Facebook 
page each week for the new-
est activities. 

CCS to hold 
virtual open 

house
Christchurch School will 

host a Virtual Open House on 
Monday, July 27 for all who 
are interested. If you or some-
one you know would like to 
attend, contact the Middlesex 
County private school’s Ad-
mission Office for more infor-
mation, or sign up to receive 
online to receive information 
at www.christchurchschool.
org/virtual-open-house-regis-
tration.

The school is also hosting 
weekly Friday morning “Cof-
fee with Admission” Zoom 
sessions throughout the sum-
mer for anyone with ques-
tions.

The Admission Office re-
mains open full-time, and is 
available for inquiries at 804-
758-2306 ext. 122 and admis-
sions@christchurchschool.org.

Printed with
Soy Ink
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OOppttiicciiaannss
880044--669933--55991199

Walter Reed Professional Park, Gloucester

804-695-0660
at Seawell’s Ordinary, Gloucester

Tom Wilke Insurance Agency Inc.
LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

• AUTO • LIFE • BUSINESS • HOME • HEALTH

2904 George Washington Mem. Hwy.,
Gloucester Pt.
804-642-6495

YOUR ONE-STOP DECORATING STORE
Route 17, Gloucester,  across from Hardee’s

804-693-2372

GLOUCESTER-SOUTHSIDE
INSURANCE AGENCY,

A TOWNE INSURANCE AGENCY
SSeerrvviinngg  tthhee  MMiiddddllee  PPeenniinnssuullaa  SSiinnccee  11992277

66557711  MMaaiinn  SSttrreeeett,,  GGlloouucceesstteerr    880044--669933--33550022
AAllvviinn  ((JJaayy))  MMccGGlloohhnn  

3905 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Hayes, VA
(across from Susanna Wesley United Methodist Church)

757-707-0266   www.pruittauto.com

H. Herbert Stanley, Jr. CPA PC
Certified Public Accountant

 
  

Good Luck in the future!
Tom Wilke and Staff

Tom Wilke Insurance Agency Inc
Tom Wilke, Agent

2904 George Washington Mem Hwy
Hayes, VA  23072

Bus: 804-642-6495

The future is yours.

Congrats
Gloucester High
School and
Mathews High
School
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Hogge Real Estate, Inc.
HOMES, WATERFRONT, COMMERCIAL RENTALS, FARMS

GLOUCESTER    •    www.Hoggerealestate.com
804-693-5410 • 804-693-2161

3733 
New Point 

Comfort Hwy. 
(Rt. 14)

Port Haywood
804-725-7490 

Gunn’s
Body Shop

Main Street, Glou. • 804-693-3350
After hours towing 804-832-1377

Bill Fary
Auto

Rt. 17, Gloucester    804-693-3541

Quinn Motors, Inc.
Dealer

Rt. 17, Gloucester          804-693-2408

Call me today for a complimentary insurance review.

2674A George Washington Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, Virginia 23072-3464
nanevans@allstate.com

804-642-2266

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook  Illinois © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.

Nan & Ken Evans

14
16

72

Call me today for a complimentary insurance review.

2674A George Washington Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, Virginia 23072-3464
nanevans@allstate.com

804-642-2266

Insurance subject to availability and qualifications.  Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. Northbrook  Illinois © 2012 Allstate Insurance Co.

Nan & Ken Evans

14
16

72

Call me today for a complimentary
insurance review
804-642-2266

PONTIAC �

GLOUCESTER, VIRGINIA 23061

Since 1971

6907 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Glou.   804-693-2828

Be Responsi
ble.

Don’t Drink
 & Drive

Don’t risk your life or the life of someone else. If you
plan on drinking, plan ahead and choose a designated

driver or call a taxi service for a ride home.

Edgehill Town Center      6760 Main St., Glou.

email:herb@stanleycpa.hrcoxmail.com

804-693-7571

TThheessee  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess  wwiisshh  yyoouu  aa  hhaappppyy,,  hheeaalltthhyy  aanndd  ssaaffee  FFoouurrtthh  ooff  JJuullyy::

Gerald L. Andrews 
Andrews Funeral Home

7192 Main Street, Gloucester, VA
804-693-2366

www.andrewsfuneralservices.com

5195 Geo. Wash. 
Mem. Hwy., 

Gloucester, VA 

804-824-9904
YACHT BROKERAGE

Bobby’s Auto
Service Center, Inc.

2862 George Washington Memorial Hwy.
Hayes, Va.

804-642-4950

3105 George Washington
Memorial Highway
Hayes, VA 23072

804-642-9044

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control

804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456
noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

For All Your Pest Control Needs!

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control

804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456
noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

For All Your Pest Control Needs!

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control
Free Inspections

Termite & Moisture Control

804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456
noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

www.noblepestcontrol.net

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

noblepestcontrol@gmail.com

www.noblepestcontrol.net

For All Your Pest Control Needs!
804-725-7108 | 804-695-0456

For All Your Pest Control Needs!

J.K. Redmond Funeral Home
Since 1970

Shacklefords, Virginia 23156
Phone 785-3342               Fax 785-3118

Email: RedmondFH@aol.com

OOFF  GGLLOOUUCCEESSTTEERR
AUTO MAX

757-596-8658
Open Mon.-Sat 9-5 p.m.

1624 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Yorktown, Va. 

(Look for the Pink House)

 

Faulkner Funeral Homes 
& Cremation Services 

�Celebrate Every Life� 

 
 

Foster-Faulkner Chapel 
Mathews, VA  
804-725-2141 

 

       Bristow-Faulkner Chapel   Marks-Bristow Chapel 
               Saluda, VA                 Tappahannock, VA 
               804-758-2315          804-443-2210 
 

Memorials in Granite, Bronze, and Marble PPlleeaassee  ddoonn''tt  DDrriinnkk  aanndd  DDrriivvee  

Gloucester-Mathews
Gazette-Journal
6625 Main Street, Gloucester            
804-693-3101 • 804-725-2191 

www.gazettejournal.net

Honor rolls announced
Thomas Hunter Middle

Thomas Hunter Middle 
School recently released its 
honor roll for the entire 2019-
2020 school year. Students re-
ceiving all As were:

Fifth graders—Chase Am-
brose, Kaitlyn Ball, Savannah 
Bass, Jayden Boyd, Shanell 
Conrow, Braden Cooper, Ivar 
Golden, Adam Greve, Addison 
Griffith, Charles Hyde, James 
McDevitt, Robert Owens, 
Asher Raub, Lilyana Respress, 
Jordan Sadeg, Zachary Salva-
dori, Zora Sawyer, Harmony 
Smith, Samuel Tomcany, Bran-
don Webb, Peyton West and 
Matthew Williams.

Sixth graders—Carys 
Casper, Elizabeth Congrove, 
Hannah Davis, Lyla Duff, 
James Gray III, Felicity Hart-
love, John Hospodar, Sterling 
Hudgins Jr., Kaitlin Kidd, Han-
nah McBurney, Ivan Schaible, 
Nora Suthard, Kacey Walker, 
Ella Ward and Anna West.

Seventh graders—Baylee 
Bell, Kristin Blake, Shaleigh 
Conrow, Austin Davis, Gabri-
elle Dehnert, Grayson Griffith, 
Genesis Marroquin, Katherine 
Murphy, Patrick Norris, John 
Shaw and Suki Zheng.

Eighth graders—Alexan-
dra Bass, Zoe Camp, Andrew 
Greve, Mary Hospodar, Emilee 
Jarvis, Autumn Jenkins, Mad-
eline Miller, Annalise Morse 
and Sarah Moughon.

The following students were 
named to the A/B honor roll 
for the academic year:

Fifth graders—Izayia Altman, Tristan 
Barnes, Kilia Beavers, Lily Bell, Xxiver 
Bittner, Isaiah Booker, Vanessa Boyd, 
Johnathon Carnegie, Cydney Chil-
ton, Dakota Cook, Kaitlin Gilliss, Jacob 
Green, David Harper, Samson Hartlove, 
Jacob Heimerich, Emma Hinsen, Caitlen 
Hudgins, Lori Hudgins, Lauren Johnson, 
Nyla-Marie Jones, Maddison Lowe, Cris-
tian Miranda, Samuel Miranda, Jesse 
Monastyrly, James Morgan, Franklin 
Morse, Hayden Owens, Eleanor Patter-
son, Mason Perry, Jackson Rowe, Aali-
yah Smith-Boone, Henry Sowers, Aimen 

Suthard, John Vaziouracis, Roan Weber, 
Christian West, Gavin Williams, Chloe 
Winters and Julian Woodlen.

Sixth graders—Aidan Ashberry, Sa-
bastian Bittner, Christopher Buchanan, 
Bryce Clarke, Emily Coons, Sean Cra-
ven, Tristan Downs, Holly Durbin, Adam 
Dustin, Toby Eskins, Nickolas Fomin, 
Nicholas Gandee, Rayann Helbig, Elias 
Hidalgo, Kristen Hudgins, Lilliana Hum-
bles, Robert Hunley, Gustavo Jaquez 
Valdivia, Jonathan Jenkins, Isaac John-
son, Brayden Larson, Addison Morgan, 
Evelyn Newsome, Gavin Patrick, Abi-
gail Ramsey, Emily Richardson, Emma 
Skaza, André Smith Jr., Kimball Starcher 
III, Morgan Stearns, Avery Thomas, 
Jayda Thomas, Sophia Verner and Le-
ona Walker.

Seventh graders—Lindsay Coons, 
Jordyn Cosby, Caleb Deagle, Lillian De-
Forge, Hailey Denkinger, Lydia Hinsen, 
Haley Hoell, Carrie Hudgins, Marissa 
Hudgins, David James, Jerell John-
son, Layla McBurney, Jacklynn Ottar-
son, Greenlee Owens, Promise Parlett, 
Addison Tisdale, Riley Tripp and Olivia 
Wilton. 

Eighth graders—Jasmine Ashberry, 
Elijah Bates, Savannah Collins, Emer-
syn Duff, Claire Kramer, Gabrielle Lewis, 
Coleman Pritchett, Emily Rosadino, 
Laura Rowe, Saniya Smith, Lauren Stri-
gle, William Stroud and Clay Walker.

GHS grads receive 
major scholarships

Members of the 
Gloucester High School 
Class of 2020 have report-
ed receiving the following 
scholarships and awards 
as they prepare to fur-
ther their educations. The 
awards were announced as 
follows:

Alyssa Askew: $1,000 
Burger King Scholarship 
and $2,000 Dominion En-
ergy Credit Union Scholar-
ship;

Evelyn Austin: $2,000 VCU 
Emerging Leaders Program 
Scholarship and $3,000 VCU 
Virginia Merit Award Schol-
arship; 

Erin Bell: U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, $220,000;

Macey Berg: $1,000 Rap-
pahannock Community Col-
lege Scholarship;

Olivia Cohn: U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy, $280,000; 

Mackenzie Crites-McDon-

ald: $1,000 RCC Scholarship; 
Ashley Dickerson: $1,000 

RCC Scholarship;
Kylie Frush: $74,000 Eastern 

Mennonite University Aca-
demic Scholarship;

Caela Gilsinan: $25,000 in 
grants from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary;

Dasia Gray: $1,000 RCC 
Scholarship;

Destiny Grace Morales: 
$1,000 RCC Scholarship;

Andrew Reynolds: $9,000 
Regent University Founders 
Merit Scholarship; $2,000 Re-
gent University Honors Col-
lege Scholarship, and $1,000 
Regent University Scholars 
Weekend Recognition Award;

Savannah Rose: $10,190 
from the Marion Military In-
stitute for one year of prep 
studies, and U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, $280,000;

Lauren Rudisill: $1,000 RCC 
Scholarship;

Kylee Simpson: $1,000 RCC 
Scholarship; 

Lokelani Smith: $3,500 Bald-
win Wallace University Award; 
$5,000 Baldwin Wallace Come 
Live the Experience Grant, 
and $15,000 Fellows Scholar-
ship;

MacKenzie Sullivan: 
$103,000 from Berry College 
in Georgia;

Elianna Tirado: $28,000 Hol-
lins Scholar Award, and $2,370 
Hollins University Grant;

Laura Tobin: $20,000 Mere-
dith Merit Scholarship, $6,600 
Donor Supported Grant, and 
$5,000 PepsiCo Foundation 
ExCel Award Scholarship;

Mary Waclo: $5,000 RCC 
Scholarship;

Zane Musick-Williams: 
$296,000 Cornell University 
Grant;

Alyssa Yarka: $25,000 Hora-
tio Alger Scholarship.
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Be Responsi
ble.

Don’t Drink
 & Drive

Don’t risk your life or the life of someone else. If you
plan on drinking, plan ahead and choose a designated

driver or call a taxi service for a ride home.

TThheessee  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess  wwiisshh  yyoouu  aa  hhaappppyy,,  hheeaalltthhyy  aanndd  ssaaffee  FFoouurrtthh  ooff  JJuullyy

GROVER’S AUTO SERVICE
SHOP 804-725-7129 • Mathews

Grover Bergdoll, Owner

Quinn Motors, Inc.
Dealer

Rt. 17, Gloucester          804-693-2408

HUDGINS HOLIDAY
Your Hospitality Dealer Since 1982

54433  SSeeccoonndd  SStt..,,  WWiilllliiaammssbbuurrgg

775577--225533--11996600

880044--669944--66777755

Mathews Lawn & Garden, Inc.

Ricky Tomlinson
Hardwood Mulch • Propane • Non-Ethanol Gas

804-725-5555 Fax 804-725-0905
P.O. Box 314, 9306 Buckley Hall Rd., Mathews, VA 23109

E-mail: mathewslawn@live.com

Locally Owned and Operated

4009 George Wash. Mem. Hwy.,
Hayes, Virginia 23072

804-642-2980

“If you need a tow call J Lowe”

Cobbs CreekBody Works

Embroidery
804-694-4747

Don’t Drink and Drive

24 Hour Towing & Recovery
Jonathan Lowe 804-815-2686       Cobbs Creek, VA 23035
John Lowe 804-815-1286s Office: 804-725-7800                                     

nimtran@hotmail.com

Alison Mazzuca 
3526 George Washington Mem. Hwy. 

Ste. B-2 Yorktown, Va 23693
757-593-3903 cell • 757-926-4346 office    

amazzucarealtor@gmail.com

ADAMS FLOORING

The Name You Can Stand On adamshardwoodflooring@gmail.com

Gloucester, VA

757-880-2871

Larkin Stone, Manager
tone@Pro oat t.com

Phone: 804‐684‐5577

W. Kent Early
Accounting & Tax Service

33884477 GGeeoorrggee WWaasshhiinnggttoonn MMeemmoorriiaall HHiigghhwwaayy,, OOrrddiinnaarryy,, VVAA 2233113311
880044--664422--33000000 •• ffaaxx 880044--664422--33331111 

kkeeaarrllyy@@wwkkeettaaxx..ccoomm
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Your income planning consultation is free and without obligation.
757-941-5150 • www.jamestowneinvestments.com

Take action today to secure your future. The longer you wait, the harder it becomes to live the life well planned.
Jamestowne Investments, LLC. • Serving client needs since 2003

6357 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Gloucester                         804-693-2100

7023 Geo. Wash.
Mem. Hwy., Yorktown  

757-833-3633

Wishing everyone 
a safe 4th of July!  

We will be closed on the 4th to observe the holiday.

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 
Sat 9-4:30

www.DoddRV.com

We are proud sponsor of 
Dukes Touch Down Club 

3957 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Hayes, VA 23072
804-642-5075

Fax 804-642-5291

5627 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy.
Yorktown, VA 23692
757-875-5322

Fax 757-875-0034

info@action-insurance.net
www.action-insurance.net

TIMOTHY MOORE  fsi_tim@yahoo.com
804-695-4802 cell

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1996

7203 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy., Glou., Va. 23061 
804-693-6111  www.dannysglass.com

Joshua D Junker, Agent
PO Box 2155
6728 Sutton Road, Gloucester, Virginia 23061-2155

Bus 804-693-9141
Fax 804-693-9040
www.joshuajunker.net
josh@joshuajunker.net

 
  

Good Luck in the future!
Tom Wilke and Staff

Tom Wilke Insurance Agency Inc
Tom Wilke, Agent

2904 George Washington Mem Hwy
Hayes, VA  23072

Bus: 804-642-6495

The future is yours.

Congrats
Gloucester High
School and
Mathews High
School
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The DenT Pro
The PainTless DenT rePair exPerT

Tom Wilburn
oWner/masTer Technician

22+ years of exPerience 804-413-3053
saTisfacTion guarnaTeeD TjW0099@yahoo.com

g o o g l e T h e D e n T P r o W W W . T h e D e n T P r o. b i z

Jeff Hamilton

757-898-4907
MMaajjoorr  CCrreeddiitt  CCaarrddss  

5308 Washington Square Shopping Center
Rt. 17, Yorktown

MMaarrkk  FFrriieeddmmaann’’ss
Custom Jewelers

P.O. Box 1537, Gloucester, VA 23061
mobile 804-815-5145

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

HayesAUTO    SALES
804-642-0098

www.hayesautosales.com

Eileen Oliver
804-210-5013 • eoliver@lendmarkfinancial.com

6719 Fox Centre Parkway, Gloucester
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SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

George Garrette fi nished 
high school in 1976.  He 
went back to school in 2014 
attending Southside Vir-
ginia Community College’s 
Truck Driver Training 
School and now works for 
Swift Transportation Cor-
poration as a commercial 
driver.

Currently completing 
his orientation period with 
the company, Garrette will 
receive his own truck soon 
through Swift and probably 
will drive over-the-road in 
the 48 contiguous states.  

Today, Swift generates 
over $4 billion in revenue 
and operates nearly 18,000 
trucks.

During his lifetime, Gar-
rette has worked for Toll 
Brothers in Emporia and 
also worked as a freelance 
landscaper in Baltimore.  
At age 57, he notes he was 
the oldest student in his 
trucking class, but this did 
not stop him from becoming 
class president.  

He returned to his native 
Emporia to seek employ-
ment and saw a fl yer about 
the SVCC Truck Driver 
Training class that was be-
ing offered locally at night.  

“I decided that this is 

what I am going to do, to 
go to school,” Garrette said.

He visited the Southside 
Virginia Education Cen-
ter located in Greensville 
County and worked with 
a counselor, Shelia Harper.  
Garrette notes that he was 
taken step by step through 
the process of enrolling in 
class.  The class itself offered 
a great deal of one-on-one 
instruction and he notes 
that it was a great experi-
ence.  

He credits Willie Crawley, 

instructor, with helping him 
to be successful and also, “I 
give the glory of my success 
to God,” Garrette said.

With a new start and a 
new career, Garrette also 
has plans to marry this year.  

Success stories start at 
SVCC, stories like Garrette’s 
are happening every day.  

Truck driving will be of-
fered again in Greensville 
County during the spring.  

For information, call 434-
292-3101 or visit visit www.
southside.edu.

Don’t wait until the new office opens ... Kim is just a phone call or email away ... 
Cell 276-352-4001, email: kcheek@lendmarkfinancial.com

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Car Shopping? Bill Consolidation?
Unexpected Expenses? Vacations?

With Over 26 Years Experience
In The Lending Business ...

Kim Cheek
Is Pleased To Announce She 

Has Joined Lendmark Financial 
Services As Branch Manager

LOOK FOR GRAND OPENING 
IN FEBRUARY

4126 HALIFAX ROAD – SOUTH BOSTON, VA

Kim can provide quick, local loan solutions.

© 2015 Lendmark Financial Services, LLC. Loans are subject to credit approval.

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

The Aarons Creek Ru-
ritan Club began cele-
brating its 50th anniver-
sary in September with a 
family picnic at the ball 
field in the community.  

During that celebra-
tion, food, fellowship, 
music and a challenge 
to buy at least 50 Rudy 
Bears was given to those 
assembled.

They planned a big cel-
ebration in December to 
celebrate the date their 
charter had been award-
ed to them in 1964, and 
the Clarksville Commu-
nity Center was festively 
decorated and tables set.

National, district and 
zone officials, as well 
as  Tom Downing fe l -
lows and past presidents 
of the organization at-
tended.

Four members of the 
club, including long-time 
member Lawrence Nunn, 
were given gold name 
badges for being 50-year 
members of the organi-

zation, and there were 
lots of smiles and hugs 
from friends who had 
not seen each other in 
awhile.

A total  o f  63 Rudy 
Bears were presented to 
the Halifax County Sher-
iff ’s Office and the South 
Boston Police Depart-
ment at the December 
celebration.

Aarons Creek Ruritans continue to 
celebrate club’s 50th anniversary

Long-time 
member 
Lawrence 
Nunn was 
presented a 
gold name 
badge for 
being a 
50-year 
member of 
the organi-
zation.

Graduate proves it’s never 
too late to start new career

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Duncan Quicke,coordinator of the Southside Virginia Com-
munity College Truck Driver Training Program (left), and 
Willie Crawley, instructor (right), congratulate George Gar-
rette (center) of Emporia upon his successful completion of 
the program. Garrette is excited to start a new career driving 
for Swift Transportation Corporation.

SUBMITTED 
PHOTOS

JANUARY STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
Clays Mill Elementary School students of the month for January are Parker Tingen, Hailey Howard, 
Abriana Mitchell, Alex Glass, Brendan Williams, Anthony Wilkerson, Cirra Crews, Shamia Chisholm, 
Matt Bane, Emily Carr, Torrin Dunkley, Kailee Hudson and Jaylin Ager.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

DECEMBER STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
Clays Mill Elementary School students of the month for December include Kolby Stewart, Galen 
Irby, Nash Baily, Cristian Hubbard, LaSean Richardson, Ahric Gotham, Malia Mitchell, Cameron Wilm-
outh, Alicia Dease, Aayden Mnter, Justin Jackson and Jesse Poole.

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

The Halifax Farmers 
Market’s sixth annual 
opening is just around the 
corner, and in preparation 
of the opening, agriculture 
producers, local craft ven-
dors and farmers market 
supporters are all invited 
to attend an informational 
meeting for Town of Halifax 
Farmers Market on Thurs-
day, Feb. 19, at 6 p.m. at 
the Halifax Town Hall, 70 
South Main Street. 

During this information-
al meeting, topics of discus-
sion will include rules and 
regulations, vendor ap-
plication, vendor contacts 
and hours of operation 
as well as an exchange of 

ideas from successful ven-
dors and other successful 
markets. 

“We want the market, all 
market events and activi-
ties to be a great experience 
for everyone involved,” said 
Town of Halifax Assistant 
Manager Denise Barksdale. 

The mission of the Town 
of Halifax Farmers Market 
is to bring together lo-
cal growers and artisans 

who produce the highest 
quality goods reliantly 
for the community and to 
help preserve and promote 
the economic and social 
vibrancy of historic down-
town Halifax. 

If anyone has questions 
about the informational 
meeting or the market, 
contact Barksdale at 434-
476-2343 or e-mail townof-
fi ce@townofhalifax.com. 

Halifax Farmers 
Market to hold 
informational 
meeting Feb. 19 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Halifax County Farmers Market is gearing up for another 
season with an informational meeting slated Feb. 19.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The South Boston AARP Chapter 4327 held its January meet-
ing, during which time new offi cers were installed (above) 
including Kathleen Johnson, treasurer; Brenda Puryear, secre-
tary; Audrey Redd, vice president; Eric Arthur, president; and 
Brian Jacks, associate state director of AARP, who administered 
the oath. Following the business meeting, Randy Davis (left), 
community outreach coordinator with the Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit from the Offi ce of the Attorney General in Rich-
mond, presented a program on examples of fraud, how to 
detect fraud and how to report cases in question.

SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Averett University’s 
theatre department is 
looking for actors, sing-
ers and dancers who are 
interested in auditioning 
for the musical “Sweet 
Charity.” 

Open auditions will be 
held for ages 16 and up on 
Sunday, Feb. 8, at 3 p.m. 
in Pritchett Auditorium 
in the new Violet T. Frith 
Fine Arts Center located 
at 100 Mountain View 
Avenue in Danville.  

 The show is being cho-
reographed in the style of 

Bob Fosse. Strong danc-
ers are needed, but there 
are plenty of non-dancing 
roles to cast as well. Per-
formers of all strengths 
are encouraged to attend. 
Those interested in audi-
tioning should come pre-
pared with a one-minute 
monologue or a short song. 
If singing, bring sheet mu-
sic or be prepared to sing 
a cappella. 

T h o s e  a u d i t i o n i n g 
should wear comfortable 
clothing and shoes they 
can move in. 

“Sweet Charity,” which 
will be performed April 

16-19, tells the story of 
Charity Valentine, a down 
on her luck young woman 
who works at a dance hall 
in New York City. She 
fi nds herself in one scrape 
after another, but despite 
her continued misfortune, 
continues to have faith in 
the human race. She still 
has hope she will meet a 
nice young man who will 
romance her and take her 
away from her sleazy life. 

For more information 
about auditions, contact 
Averett’s artist in resi-
dence, Brad Bass, at bw-
bass@aumail.averett.edu. 

Averett to hold auditions for ‘Sweet Charity’ Feb. 8 

TOM HEARN AUTO SERVICE
24 HR TOWING

State Inspections • AC 
• All Repairs Tire Sales & Computer Balancing

FOREIGN and
DOMESTIC

Mon.-Fri. 8-4  •  Sat. 9-12

24 hr 804-725-5960

SCHOOL BRIEFS|

Allison Kladler of 
Gloucester, has been named 
to the president’s list at 
Coastal Carolina University 
in Conway, South Carolina, 
where she is majoring in ma-
rine science. The recognition 
requires a grade point aver-
age of 4.0. 

Isabella Morande of Hayes, 
has been named to the 
spring semester dean’s list at 
Shenandoah University where 
she is majoring in criminol-
ogy and criminal justice. The 
recognition requires a grade 
point average of at least 3.50. 

Rebekah Scheidegger of 
Gloucester, has been named 
to the spring 2020 dean’s 
list at Cedarville University 
in Ohio. The recognition re-
quires a minimum of 12 credit 
hours and a grade point aver-
age of 3.75 or higher for the 
semester. 

Shelby Taylor of Gloucester, 
graduated from James 
Madison University this 
spring with a bachelor in fine 
arts degree in architectural 
design. She was also named 
to the 2020 spring semester 
dean’s list which requires 

a grade point average of 
between 3.5 and 3.899. 
Taylor has been accepted 
to Cornell University’s 
Master of Architecture 
program with an advanced 
placement, which reduces 
the program from 3½ to 2½ 
years. Taylor has a passion 
for sustainable architecture 
and development and plans 
to pursue employment and 
projects in that field upon 
completing her studies at 
Cornell. She is working at 
York River Oyster Company 
this summer to save money 
for her move to Ithaca, New 

Shelby Taylor	

York, in the fall. She is the 
daughter of Ron and Kerry 
Taylor of Gloucester.

Amanda Boivin of Hayes, 
has been named to the 2020 
spring semester president’s 
list at James Madison Uni-
versity where she is majoring 
in English. The recognition 
requires at least 12 graded 
credit hours and a grade point 
average of 3.9 or above for the 
semester. 

The following local stu-
dents were named to the 2020 
spring semester dean’s list at 
JMU, which requires 12 grad-
ed credit hours and a GPA of 
between 3.5 and 3.899: Kait-
lyn Chaffin, Alissa Adickes, 

Ellis Finney, Autumn Bur-
gess, Afton Thayer and Jacob 
Nunn, all of Gloucester; Lau-
ren Crossley of Hayes; Ash-
ley Hudgins and Madeline 
Brown of Hudgins, and Addi-
son Boyer of Mathews.

Catch up on the news
and read the

804-693-3101

GLOUCESTER -MATHEWS
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Fill out, attach to photo and bring or mail to:
Gazette-Journal • Box 2060 • Gloucester, VA 23061 • (804) 693-3101

Name____________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________________________________________

State________________________________Zip Code____________________________

Phone No._____________________________Date Photo Was Taken:_______________

I have read the competition rules and affirm that this 

entry is in compliance with them.

__________________________________________________________________
Signature of Entrant

2020 Official Rules:
1.  The Gazette-Journal Photography contest

is strictly for amateur photographers. Any
photograph taken after January 1, 2019 is
eligible.

2.  Include information on coupon below. 
Entries may be emailed to 
rsouth@gazettejournal.net, brought to   
our offices or mailed to the Gazette-Journal.

3.  Entrants by their entry agree the Gazette-
Journal may publish their pictures for local
promotion of the contest.

4.  Employees of the Gazette-Journal and their
immediate family members are not eligible
to enter the contest. For the purpose of this
contest, immediate family means anyone
residing in the same household.

5.  Entries must be suitable for publication in a
community newspaper.

6.  One entry per photographer.

7. Photos will become property of the Gazette-
Journal and will not be returned.

8.  First place winner wins a gift certificate of
your choice to any advertiser in the pet sec-
tion.

Gazette-Journal
All About Pets
Photo Contest

804-693-3101 • P.O. Box 2060, Gloucester, Va 23061

Enter
Your
Pet
Photos Deadline for entries is July 24 and the winners will be announced Aug. 6.

GHS seniors receive large number of local scholarships
The following local scholar-

ship awards to members of 
the Gloucester High School 
Class of 2020 have been an-
nounced by GHS:

Bayleigh Albert: $500 Abing-
don Episcopal Church Men’s 
Club Bob Pollock Scholarship 
and $1,000 Gloucester Sher-
iff’s Office D.A.R.E. Scholar-
ship;

Julia Anderson: $4,000 Dr. 
Jean Elizabeth Pugh Scholar-
ship;

Alyssa Askew: $375 CTE Ad-
visory Council Scholarship; 

Shauna Bailey: $500 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies for Education Schol-
arship;

Macey Berg: $2,000 Abing-
don Ruritan Club Scholar-
ship and $1,500 Gloucester-
Mathews Farm Bureau’s Larry 
N. Oliver Memorial Scholar-
ship;

Carson Brooks: $1,000 Amos 
G. West Memorial Scholar-
ship; 

Aidan Collier: $4,000 Cook 
Foundation Fine Arts Scholar-
ship; $1,000 Bethel Elementa-
ry School Scholarship; $2,000 
Adam Stephen Neely Scholar-
ship and $500 Peasley Middle 
School Scholarship; 

Audrey Conner: $1,000 
Gloucester Master Gardeners 
Scholarship;

Kristin Del Corso: $500 Page 
Middle School Scholarship; 

Ashley Dickerson: $1,000 
Gloucester Point Rotary Club 
Scholarship;

Kylie Frush: $1,000 Marsh-
land Expeditions Scholarship;

Austin Gauthier: $500 
Gloucester Kiwanis Club 
Scholarship; 

Elizabeth Gill: $1,000 Joyce 
Bascombe Memorial Scholar-
ship; $1,000 Gloucester Point 
Rotary Club Scholarship and 
$4,000 Cook Foundation Fine 
Arts Scholarship; 

Caela Gilsinan: $1,000 Soil 
and Water Conservation Asso-
ciation Scholarship; 

Colin Goetz: $500 Gloucester 
Sheriff’s Office Deputies for 
Education Scholarship and 
$500 Gloucester-Mathews 
Gazette-Journal Excellence in 
English Scholarship; 

Caitlyn Green: $4,000 Dr. 
Jean Elizabeth Pugh Scholar-
ship and $500 Petsworth El-
ementary School Scholarship;

Lauren Hall: $500 Abingdon 
Elementary School and PTO 
Scholarship;

Diana Harwood: $4,000 Dr. 
Jean Elizabeth Pugh Scholar-
ship; $1,000 Gloucester Point 
Rotary Club Scholarship; 
$1,000 H. Maude Booker Me-
morial Scholarship and $1,000 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 

Deputies for Education Schol-
arship; 

Matthew Haydon: $375 CTE 
Advisory Council Scholar-
ship; 

Daniel Hook: $500 Guinea 
Heritage Association C.B. 
Rowe Memorial Scholar-
ship and $1,000 Gloucester-
Mathews Farm Bureau Schol-
arship; 

Hunter-Paige Johnson: $500 
Bellamy United Methodist 
Church Scholarship;

Makenna Keyes: $500 Guin-
ea Heritage Association Schol-
arship;

Isaiah Lester: $250 Bill 
Hudgins Automotive Scholar-
ship; 

Charles McKeller: $4,000 Dr. 
Jean Elizabeth Pugh Scholar-
ship; $1,000 Gloucester Mas-
ter Gardeners Scholarship; 
$1,000 Mary Driver Robinson 
Scholarship and $1,000 Amos 
G. West Memorial Scholar-
ship; 

Ainsley Miller: $1,000 GHS 
Athletic Booster Club Schol-
arship and $250 Bill Hudgins 
Automotive Scholarship; 

Kathryn Neikirk: $3,000 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
D.A.R.E. Scholarship; $700 
Abingdon Ruritan Club Schol-
arship; $2,000 Abingdon Epis-
copal Church Men’s Club Bob 
Pollock Scholarship; $500 

Gloucester Field Hockey Club 
Scholarship; $1,000 Martha 
Elizabeth Hogge Memorial 
Scholarship; $2,000 Betty and 
Turnley Todd Educational 
Foundation Scholarship and 
$500 Page Middle School PTA 
Scholarship;

Daryn Olsen: $1,000 Dirk 
R. Rhodes Memorial Scholar-
ship; 

Eleanor Pohorence: $1,000 
Martha Borden Memorial 
Scholarship; 

Christopher Potter: $2,000 
Betty and Turnley Todd Edu-
cational Foundation Scholar-
ship; 

Olivia Rich: $4,000 Dr. Jean 
Elizabeth Pugh Scholarship; 
$500 Peasley Middle School 
Scholarship; $1,000 Shop 
With A Cop Bob Harder Schol-
arship; $1,000 Robert W. Or-
rell scholarship and $500 
Gloucester Band Boosters Mi-
chael Haury Scholarship; 

Alexandria Riva: $500 
Short Lane Ice Cream Com-
pany Scholarship and $1,000 
Gloucester Point Rotary Club 
Scholarship; 

Nicholas Robbins: $500 
Guinea Heritage Association 
Mac Sisson Technical Scholar-
ship; 

Margaret Ronan: $1,000 
Abingdon Woman’s Club 
Scholarship; $5,000 Arena 

Stone Memorial Scholarship; 
$500 Gloucester Kiwanis 
Club Scholarship and $1,000 
Gloucester Retired Educa-
tors Association Carris Harris 
Scholarship; 

Faith Ronquest: $1,000 Etta 
Lewis Anderton Scholarship; 

Lauren Rudisill: $1,000 Ann 
Burruss Memorial Scholar-
ship; 

Alyssa Smith: $1,000 Dukes 
Touchdown Club Scholarship; 

Mackenzie Smith: $1,000 
GHS Athletic Booster Club 
Scholarship; 

Cassidy Taggart: $1,000 
Botetourt Masonic Lodge 
Doswell Dutton Scholarship, 
$750 Gloucester Sheriff’s 
Office Deputies for Educa-
tion Scholarship and $2,000 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
D.A.R.E. Scholarship; 

Margaret Teagle: $1,000 
Botetourt Masonic Lodge 
Doswell Dutton Scholarship; 
$500 Bellamy United Method-
ist Church Scholarship and 
$1,000 Amos G. West Memo-
rial Scholarship; 

Laura Tobin: $1,000 Amos G. 
West Memorial Scholarship; 

Mary Vaughan: $500 Abing-
don Elementary School Staff 
Scholarship; 

Mary Waclo: $1,000 
Gloucester Retired Educa-
tors Scholarship; $1,000 

Gloucester Point Rotary 
Club Scholarship; $1,000 
Gloucester Sheriff’s Office 
D.A.R.E. Scholarship; $500 
Bellamy United Method-
ist Church Scholarship and 
$1,000 Amos G. West Memo-
rial Scholarship; 

Taylor West: $1,000 
Gloucester Retired Educa-
tors Association Carris Harris 
Scholarship; 

Hailey Williams: $1,000 
Gloucester Retired Educa-
tors Association Carris Harris 
Scholarship; $500 Gloucester 
Education Association Schol-
arship; $750 Page Middle 
School Choral Boosters Alum-
ni Scholarship; $1,000 Amos 
G. West Memorial Scholarship 
and $1,000 Gloucester Band 
Boosters Elaine Sydney Schol-
arship; 

Farren Winter: $4,000 Cook 
Foundation Fine Arts Schol-
arship; $1,000 Mullins Ed-
monds Athletic Scholarship; 
$4,000 Abingdon Ruritan Club 
Scholarship; $1,000 Amos 
G. West Memorial Scholar-
ship; $2,500 David and Gay 
Byrd Achievement Scholar-
ship $500 Gloucester Choral 
Booster Club Scholarship; 
$500 Gloucester Field Hockey 
Club Scholarship and $500 
Bellamy United Methodist 
Church Scholarship. 

Rappahannock Community 
College’s fall semester begins 
Aug. 24, but the coming aca-
demic year will look a lot dif-
ferent from years past, with 
many of the classes being of-
fered online, the college an-
nounced last week.

“All of us are eager to re-
turn to our campuses and 
see each other in person, but 
we also know that the health 
and safety of our students, 
faculty, and staff come first,” 
RCC president Dr. Shannon L. 
Kennedy said. “Much remains 
uncertain about the impact 
COVID-19 will have on us this 
fall, so in our plans, RCC rec-
ognizes that conditions will 
likely change throughout the 
semester.”

All RCC courses will have 
a Canvas online presence 
to support its students, and 
most will be offered in one of 
its approved distance learn-
ing formats with the majority 
online either as a course that 
can be accessed by students 
at any time or a course via 
Zoom where students will at-
tend class at the same time 
with the instructor.

Students attending courses 
that require the use of RCC 
facilities for hands-on instruc-
tion will either return to a 
campus or another RCC-des-
ignated site for the required 
training (e.g., Diesel, Engi-
neering Technology, HVAC, 
Nursing, science labs and 
Workforce Development (Ma-
chining, Welding, CDL).

The fall 2020 schedule will 
be updated to reflect any 
changes in delivery modes 
and registered students will 
be notified. Computer labs 
and libraries will be open to 
limited numbers of student 
users to provide necessary 
services while maintaining 

RCC prepares for fall semester
appropriate social distancing.

The majority of student ser-
vices will continue to be deliv-
ered remotely and there will 
be no campus events, either 
for students, employees or 
external organizations, until 
further notice.

Individuals who exhibit any 
of the symptoms of the coro-
navirus, or who have had 
direct exposure to someone 
testing positive for COVID-19 
or who have traveled to areas 
meeting CDC criteria for self-
quarantine, will be required 
to undergo a 14-day self-isola-
tion period.

RCC announced that it is 
taking these steps to support 
the health and wellness of 
the college community. The 
college will continue to offer 
telework options for its em-
ployees who can perform the 
essential functions of their 
jobs remotely, particularly 
those at higher risk of devel-
oping a severe illness from 
COVID-19.

All students and employees 
will be required to complete 

“Return to Campus” train-
ing before returning to 
RCC’s campuses, centers or 
sites. Face coverings are re-
quired for all individuals on 
its campuses or sites while 
such precautions continue 
to be recommended by 
public health restrictions.

The school will develop 
a protocol to monitor 
health conditions to detect 
infection, and there will 
be increased cleaning 
and disinfection of highly 
trafficked areas, with the 
periodic closing of spaces 
for extended periods of 
time for deep cleaning.

RCC’s fall 2020 semester 
will conclude on Dec. 11.

“I trust everyone to 
promote and exhibit safe 
behaviors as decreasing 
the spread of the virus is 
a shared responsibility,” 
Kennedy said. “We have 
an obligation to each other 
to help reduce the spread 
and stop any resurgence of 
COVID-19.”

Scholarship
Farren Winter, a member of the 
Gloucester High School Class of 2020, 
received a $1,000 Garland K. Keeling 
Memorial Scholarship from the Hamp-
ton Roads Chapter of the Virginia Credit 
Union League. 

Wittman, Rashid begin discussions 
on Congressional debate schedule

Now that the candidates are 
set for November’s 1st Con-
gressional District election, 
incumbent Rep. Rob Wittman 
(R-Montross) has extended an 
offer to his Democratic chal-
lenger, Qasim Rashid, to par-
ticipate in a pair of nonparti-
san debates.

Rashid, who defeated Van-
gie Williams in a June 23 pri-
mary to be the Democratic 
Party standard bearer, has 
replied that he would like to 
have a series of six debates 
held around the district.

“I believe it is important to 
offer constituents of the First 
District an opportunity to 
hear our competing visions 
for the future presented side-
by-side and in our own words 
as they prepare to cast their 
ballots in November,” the let-
ter from Wittman to Rashid 
reads. “It is no secret that this 
historic 2020 election cycle is 

expected to be riddled with 
partisan bickering and mis-
leading attacks that too often 
mar our political system. It 
is also my sincere hope that 
our campaigns will rebuff 
this trend and conduct our-
selves in a positive manner 
that will reflect favorably on 
the citizens of Virginia’s First 
District.”

Wittman said that “I look 
forward to the prospect of 
an open, honest and spirited 
discussion of the issues facing 
Virginia’s First Congressional 
District and our nation.”

“We learned about Rep. 
Wittman’s letter and debate 
requests to us via his public 
Facebook post,” Dale Wolf of 
Rashid’s campaign replied. 
“We found it interesting that 
he condemned ‘partisan at-
tacks’ but said nothing when 
President Trump promoted 
‘the only good Democrat is a 
dead Democrat’ statement—

even when we respectfully 
asked him to uphold civility 
and condemn the President’s 
violent statement.”

“Once we receive Rep. Witt- 
man’s mailed letter we will 
have a more formal response 
to his debate requests,” Wolf 
said. “However at this junc-
tion we can make it clear 
that two debates isn’t nearly 
enough to fully address the 
needs of the constituents of 
the 1st District. In listening 
to the needs of our constitu-
ents, we will formally request 
six debates held around the 
district, discussing the issues 
that are important to voters. 
This will better ensure trans-
parency and accessibility to 
every constituent in our dis-
trict, particularly during this 
pandemic, and particularly 
for the nearly 100,000 con-
stituents who still do not have 
broadband internet access.”
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COMMERCIAL • MARINE • FARM • AUTO • SPORTS • SMALL ENGINES • GASOLINE & DIESEL ENGINES

COMMERCIAL • MARINE • FARM • AUTO • SPORTS • SMALL ENGINES • GASOLINE & DIESEL ENGINES

MACHINE SHOP
42 YEARS, MASTER MACHINIST

140 CHESAPEAKE DRIVE • WHITE STONE, VA 22578 • 804-435-6660 
CLEANING SERVICES
Hot Tank Jet Cleaning

ENGINE & HEAD
REBUILDING

OUTBOARD 2 & 4 STROKE

CBN MILL & BROACH
RESURFACING 

UP TO 56 INCHES
FLYWHEELS FLAT OR STEP

CRANKSHAFT POLISH 
AND GRINDING 

PRESSURE TESTING 

RECONDITION RODS 

ENGINE CLYINDER BORING
BLOCK ALIGN BORING

PISTON TO ROD 

VALVE JOBS MULTI-VALUE,
including GUIDE & SEAT 

CUMMINS, CATERPILLAR,
DETROIT, GM, FORD,

SLEEVES INSTALLED &
MARINE EXCHANGER
BOILED. COOLER

CLEANED 
MAGNETIC PLATE GRINDERSOUTHERNSTATES.COM

Treat Your Stable With

TRIUMPH®

STOP BY YOUR LOCAL SOUTHERN STATES JULY 1ST - 31ST AND  
SAVE $1.50 PER BAG ON OUR VARIETY OF TRIUMPH FEEDS

SAVE $1.50 PER BAG

KEEP YOUR HORSES FEELING GOOD AND PERFORMING WELL

Monday - Saturday: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Sunday: Closed
Store hours subject to change.

6766 Main St.
Gloucester, VA 23061 
(804) 693-3411

PHOTO BY STEPHEN BLUE

Former GHS standout Jacob Houston had three hits, scored twice, and drove in 
two runs in Deltaville’s weekend games, including scoring the go-ahead run on 
Sunday.

PHOTO BY STEPHEN BLUE

Jason Wood stymied the hot-hitting Mechanicsville 101s for three innings of relief 
work, striking out six in the process.

Deltas win in ninth-inning comeback, split weekend series
 BY STEPHEN BLUE

Last weekend was one of im-
provement for the Deltaville 
Deltas. Consecutively, they 
lost, tied, and won their three 
game series, capping the 
weekend with a ninth-inning 
comeback victory on Sunday 
afternoon against the Rich-
mond El Heaters.

Thursday night’s loss to the 
Mechanicsville 101s was not a 
league contest. The team sits 
with a record of 2-1-1 overall, 
and 1-0-1 in league play, in a 
tie for third place in the Na-
tional Adult Baseball Associa-
tion Richmond league.

Deltaville returns home on 
Saturday night for a July 4 
showdown with the Tappa- 
hannock Tides at 7:30. On 
Monday, the Deltas travel 
back to Richmond for a 7 p.m. 
matchup with the Richmond 
Mets.

Mechanicsville 11, Deltas 2
The Deltas got off to a hot 

first-inning start, but the 
pitchers of the Mechanicsville 
101s doused the home team’s 
bats for the final eight innings 
and cruised to an 11-2 victory 
over Deltaville on Thursday 
night.

The action started quickly 
in the bottom of the first, with 
Travis Crump and Alexan-
der Crittenden reaching base 
and scoring on back-to-back 
base hits from Ryan Pastirik 
and Tyler West to give Delta-
ville an early 2-0 lead. Unfor-
tunately for the home team, 
that would be the most the 
offense could muster against 
the highly talented roster of 
Mechanicsville.

The 101s plated three runs 
in the second inning to take a 
3-2 lead, and took advantage 
of a series of defensive errors 
and walks in the 3rd inning to 
plate three more runs, extend-
ing their lead to 6-2.

Deltaville pitcher Jason 

Wood stymied the 101s of-
fense for the next few innings, 
but a solo shot in the seventh 
and a three more runs in the 
8th off walks and errors negat-
ed any hopes for a late-inning 
comeback.

Tyler Winegrad was the 
starting pitcher and was 
charged with the loss, pitch-
ing just 1 2/3 innings before 
being removed for injury. Sis-
son and Wood were joined 
by Cole Stamm and Spen-
cer Crittenden in relief, with 
Wood leading the effort with 
six strikeouts and just one 
earned run over three innings. 

Deltas 7, Team Woody 7
Baseball isn’t supposed to 

end in ties, but due to time 
constraints on many of the 
league’s metropolitan fields, 
the Richmond NABA has a 
league-wide “no new inning 
after three hours” rule. That 
rule cut short a classic back-
and-forth matchup between 
2019’s top two teams on Sat-
urday night.

Richmond Team Woody 
scored a pair of runs in the 
top of the ninth inning to even 
the score at 7-7, and the time 
limit rule prevented any extra 
innings being played. 

The game was full of exciting 
score swings. Travis Crump 
and Ryan Wiggins led off the 
bottom of the 1st inning with 
back-to-back hits, and RBI hits 
from Colby Roberts, Jacob 
Houston, and Scott Crump 
put the Deltas on top 4-0.

Team Woody rebounded 
with a run in the second and 
four more runs in the third to 
take a 5-4 lead. The score re-
mained there until the bottom 
of the fifth when Deltaville re-
took the lead thanks to RBIs 
from Roberts and S. Crump 
once again.

Roberts knocked in anoth-

er run in the sixth, scoring 
T. Crump to give Deltaville a 
two-run advantage. 

Undaunted, Team Woody 
did not back down, plating 
two runs in the ninth to tie 
the game. Roberts managed 
a two-out hit for the Deltas in 
the bottom of the ninth but a 
hot shot up the middle that 
might have scored him was 
knocked down by the pitch-
er’s ankle, and after the put-
out was made the game ended 
in a tie.

Roberts’ three hits and four 
RBIs led all hitters. No pitch-
ing decision was charged in 

the tie. Nicky Wohleking led 
four Deltas pitchers on the 
stat sheet with 4 2/3 innings 
of relief, allowing just one run 
while striking out four. 

Deltas 5, El Heaters 3
On Sunday afternoon in 

Richmond, a pitchers’ duel 
broke out between Deltaville’s 
Jay Moore and Richmond’s 
Justin Bishop. The game 
ended in more ninth-inning 
theatrics, this time in favor of 
Deltaville team, which scored 
three runs to take the lead 
and win by the score of 5-3.

Moore pitched into the sixth 
inning, yielding a lone run in 
the fourth inning that gave 
Richmond a 1-0 lead for the 
majority of the afternoon. The 
Deltas finally got to Bishop 
in the seventh when Alexan-
der Crittenden reached base, 
advanced on a sacrifice bunt 
by Colby Roberts, and scored 
on a sacrifice fly from Jacob 
Houston.

Richmond fired back with a 
two-run single in the bottom 
of the seventh, and Deltaville 
responded in the eighth with 
a run off the bat of Ryan Wig-
gins, who knocked in Tyler 
Wood.

In the ninth, down 3-2, it was 
time for Deltaville to have a 
comeback. Roberts singled to 
lead off the inning, advanced 
to third, and scored the ty-
ing run by stealing home on 
a wild pitch. Spencer Crit-
tenden and Houston both 
reached base, and an infield 
single by S. Crump scored the 
go-ahead run. 

Moore’s solid start on the 
mound ended before the Del-
tas took the lead, and the 
pitching win was credited to 
S. Crittenden, who pitched 
3 1/3 innings of solid relief. 
Offensively, Tyler West and 
Houston paced the Deltas hit 
sheet, with two hits apiece.

Friends of Dragon Run to hold short paddle season over three July weekends
The Friends of Dragon 

Run’s Board of Directors has 
approved a short summer 

paddle season during mid-
July. Based on CDC and Vir-
ginia guidelines, a number 

of special precautions will 
be in place in response to  
the COVID-19 pandemic.

At all times while on land, 
crew and guests must wear 
masks (during equipment fit-
ting, launch and takeout). “If 
you are not willing or able to 
wear a mask, please do not 
make a reservation,” a re-
lease stated.

The season will be held 
July 10-13, 17-20 and 24-27. If 
there is sufficient demand for 
reservations, the Friends of 
the Dragon Run will consider 
adding two Thursdays (July 
16 and 23).

Group size is limited for the 
upcoming paddle season—
six guests maximum for each 
paddle.

There will be a different 
route this year, with a round-
trip course to avoid having 
to carpool guests and crew 
back to where they left their 
cars.  Participants will drive 
to and launch from private 
property on the Dragon 
Run, paddle downstream for 

about 1.5 hours just past 
the new eagle’s nest, then 
turn around and paddle up-
stream for about 1.5 hours, 
and take out at the same 
property. “This paddle will 
be a bit more strenuous than 
our usual route,” the release 
stated.

Participants are asked to 
arrive at the launch/takeout 
by 8:15 a.m. in order to be on 
the water by 9 to avoid the 
hottest part of the day.

Prior to each paddle, the 
kayaks, paddles and life 
vests will be sanitized. The 
porta-potties will be sprayed 
with a sanitizing solution.

To comply with social 
distancing requirements, 
guests will be asked to move 
between marked stations in 
staggered fashion to get fit-
ted with vests, kayaks, and 
any other equipment. On the 
water, the smaller group size 
and different route will allow 

the Friends of the Dragon 
Run to avoid tight clusters, 
and the paddlers will pass 
through only a few gated 
beaver dams.

There will be no use of in-
dividual radios or headsets 
or earpieces. The paddlers 
will not stop for an extended 
group lunch break, but will 
make several short stops for 
participants to hydrate, so 
bring water and snacks.

A link to SignUp Genius 
will be on the organization’s 
website (www.dragonrun.
org). A suggested donation 
of $50 will reserve a seat on 
the selected day. Refunds 
will be offered in case the 
trip is canceled due to bad 
weather, if a paddler is feel-
ing ill, or is unable to comply 
with the COVID-19 precau-
tions.

For more information, 
email President@dragonrun.
org.

‘Operation Dry Water’ campaign designed to 
stop boating under influence

This weekend, the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Res- 
ources (formerly Department 
of Game and Inland Fisheries), 
in partnership with the 
National Association of State 
Boating Law Administrators 
and the U.S. Coast Guard, 
will be participating in the 
national Operation Dry Water 
heightened awareness and 
enforcement weekend.

The July 4 holiday means 
time on the water for boaters 
across the United States. 

With the increase in boater 
activity on the water, there 
is also an increase in the 
number of boating incidents 
and fatalities that take place 
during this time.

DWR’s Conservation 
Police Officers will be on 
heightened alert for boat 
operators that are under the 
influence. Beginning Friday 
and continuing through the 
holiday weekend, CPOs will 
also be working to increase 
public awareness of the 

dangers of boating under 
the influence of alcohol or 
drugs, for both operators and 
passengers.

Boaters will notice an 
overall increase in officer 
patrols on the water, a DWR 
release stated. The combined 
efforts of the participating 
law enforcement agencies 
will result in the removal 
of impaired operators from 
the nation’s waterways, 

SEE BOATING, PAGE 16A
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2511 Hayes Road,  Hayes, VA 23072 • 804-684-5212
Hours of Operation: Mon. - Fri. •  8:30am - 5:00pm

Grand Reopening
At Our New Location

10% off 
Active Duty, Veterans, Law Enforcement & First Responders

AUTO BODY SERVICE
We provide the following professional auto body services

performed by highly trained technicians:
Complete Auto Body / Collision Services Including:
• Professional Automotive Painting      • Professional Body Work Services
• Paint-less Dent Repairs                       • All Types of Paint Repair
• Vehicle Restoration Services               • All Types of Body Damage Repair

Custom Design: Custom Paint • Design • Pin-striping

www.geminiautobody.com

4990 George Wash. Mem. Highway, Hayes, VA 23072 804-993-7088  
2501 Hayes Road, Hayes, VA 23072 

804-684-5212 • Hours of Operation: Mon. - Fri. •  8:30am - 5:00pm

AUTO REPAIR SERVICE
We are a locally Veteran owned and operated auto repair facility
located in Hayes, VA. We specialize in all types of auto repair 
services for family cars, local law enforcement agencies, fleet

management companies, dealerships and more.
•ENGINE, FUEL SYSTEMS, EMISSIONS & PERFORMANCE
•BRAKE SYSTEMS, AXLE SERVICE/REPLACEMENT, WHEELS & TIRES
•MAINTENANCE SERVICES AVAILABLE
•ENGINE MECHANICAL REPAIR & SERVICES
•COOLING SYSTEM SERVICE & REPAIRS
•AIR CONDITIONING & HEATER SERVICE
•ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS, SWITCHES & ELECTRONICS
•CHARGING & STARTING SYSTEMS

www.geminiautorepair.com

We offer body piercing too! 
804-642-6500

1696 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy. Glou. Pt.
Open 11-7 • 7 days a week

www.138taoo.com
www.facebook.com/138taoo 

Pier Masters, Inc.
Piers, Bulkheads, Jetties/Groins, Boatlifts,
Floating Docks, Riprap, Living Shorelines,
Repairs/Additions & Permitting Services.

Pier Accessories also available.

P.O. Box 412 Steve Ryan, owner
210 Turpin Lane 804-815-5563 
Port Haywood, VA 23138 Free Estimates

Website: www.piermastersonline.com

• Mercury Motor Sales,
Repairs, Service
• We Service Most Brands
• Electronics Sales & Installation
• Boat Trailer Sales & Repairs
• Boat, Motor & Trailer Parts

5331 Buckley Hall Rd, Cobbs Creek 23035 
804-695-4770 

providing a safe and enjoyable 
experience for boaters.

In Virginia, it is illegal to 
operate a vessel with a blood 
alcohol content of 0.08 percent 
or higher. The Department of 
Wildlife Resources reminds 
boaters to always boat sober 
and to wear a life jacket when 
on the water.

Operation Dry Water is an 
annual boating under the 
influence awareness and 
enforcement campaign.

Visit operationdrywater.
org or VA DWR Boating Laws 
for more information about 
boating under the influence.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15A)
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LOCAL TIDES 
 Mobjack Bay, East River Entrance 

 HIGH LOW 
Thursday 7:11 a.m. 1:15 a.m. 
    7/2   7:44 p.m.   1:12 p.m.   
Friday  8:07 a.m. 2:11 a.m.     
    7/3 8:38 p.m.   2:07 p.m. 
Saturday  8:59 a.m. 3:03 a.m. 
     7/4 9:29 p.m.  2:59 p.m.  
Sunday 9:48 a.m. 3:53 a.m. 
     7/5 10:12 p.m. 3:50 p.m. 
Monday 10:37 a.m. 4:39 a.m. 
     7/6 11:03 p.m.  4:39 p.m. 
Tuesday 11:23 a.m.  5:24 a.m. 
     7/7 11:48 p.m.  5:26 p.m. 
Wednesday   6:07 a.m.  
     7/8 12:07 p.m.  8:13 p.m. 

 
Tide adjustments at other points: 
 
York River, Tue Marsh Light—Subtract 

5 minutes. 
York River, Yorktown—Add 5 minutes. 
York River, Allmondsville—Add 1 hour, 

5 minutes. 
York River, Entrance to Perrin River—

Add 1 minute. 
Brown’s Bay—Subtract 7 minutes. 
S.W. Branch Severn River—Add 4 

minutes. 
Ware River—Subtract 4 minutes. 
North River—Subtract 4 minutes. 
New Point Comfort—Subtract 1 minute. 
Piankatank River, Cherry Point—Add 1 

hour. 
Piankatank River, Dixie—Add 1 hour, 

33 minutes. 
Urbanna—Add 2 hours, 50 minutes. 

 
THE SUN THIS WEEK 

 Sunrise Sunset 
 7/2 5:50 a.m. 8:29 p.m. 
 7/3 5:51 a.m. 8:28 p.m. 
 7/4 5:51 a.m. 8:28 p.m. 
 7/5 5:52 a.m. 8:28 p.m. 
 7/6 5:52 a.m. 8:28 p.m. 
 7/7 5:53 a.m. 8:28 p.m. 
 7/8 5:54 a.m. 8:27 p.m. 

THE MOON THIS WEEK 
 Moonrise Moonset 
 7/2 6:11 p.m. 3:31 a.m. 
 7/3 7:18 p.m. 4:16 a.m. 
 7/4 8:19 p.m. 5:07 a.m. 
 7/5 9:14 p.m. 6:04 a.m. 
 7/6 10:00 p.m. 7:05 a.m. 
 7/7 10:39 p.m.  8:02 a.m. 
 7/8 11:13 p.m. 9:09 a.m. 

JULY MOON PHASES 
  
Full moon  7/5 
Last quarter 7/12 
New moon 
First quarter 

7/20 
7/27 

  
  
 

No festival, but Marshall, Sanders win Gwynn’s Island ‘By Appointment’ run

Douglas Marshall, left, won the “By Appointment” four-mile race on Gwynn’s Island on Saturday, and Sarah Sanders, right, was top female runner.

Spot tournament 
to benefit GHS 

scholarship fund

Wes Strong Croaker Tournament to be held Aug. 8

Local anglers pulling in citation catches
Cobia, red drum and 

speckled trout have netted 
citations for a number of lo-
cal anglers in recent weeks.

Cobia season opened June 
1 and as usual, York Spit 
Light has produced a number 
of the citation fish. The mini-
mum size for a cobia citation 
is 55 pounds, or 50 inches for 
a catch-and-release citation. 
A cobia caught in Virginia 
waters must be at least 40 
inches long to be put in the 
cooler.

Among cobia citations is-
sued as of June 24, reported 
in the weekly vasaltwater-
journal.com, was one for 
a 57-pound, 11-ounce fish 
caught June 4 at York Spit by 

Cassie Rilee of Gloucester, 
casting lures;

Red drum continue to pro-
duce large fish. This species 
is eligible for a release cita-
tion only, for fish measuring 
at least 46 inches in length. In 
Virginia, only red drum mea-
suring 18 to 26 inches can be 
kept.

Receiving red drum cita-
tions were the following:

Carter Cooke of Hudgins, 
48-inch fish caught June 6 
while casting lures at York 
Spit;

Jason Hall of Mathews, 48-
inch fish caught June 6 while 
casting lures at York Spit;

Paul L. Reynolds of Hayes, 
50-inch fish caught June 3 in-

shore, just off Virginia Beach, 
while casting lures;

Jeananne Reynolds of 
Hayes, 48-inch fish caught 
June 3 inshore while casting 
lures off Virginia Beach, and

Michael Keith Mallon of 
Hayes, 52-inch fish caught 
May 31 in the lower York Riv-
er while casting lures.

Speckled Trout
Large speckled trout are 

bringing home citations for 
local anglers as well. For a 
citation, a speck must weigh 
five pounds or measure 24 
inches. The minimum keeper 
size is 14 inches.

Citation winners for speck-
led trout have included:

Alan W. Moe of Hudgins, a 

6-pound, 9-ounce fish caught 
June 7 while casting lures in 
the Piankatank River;

James H. Marshall Jr. 
of Gloucester, a 5-pound, 
1-ounce fish caught June 6 
while casting lures in the 
Ware River;

Herbert Haywood of Dut-
ton, a 7-pound, 2-ounce fish 
caught June 6 while casting 
lures in Mobjack Bay;

Brian Hogge of Gloucester, 
a 5-pound, 10-ounce fish 
caught June 4 while casting 
lures in Ware River, and

Maurice Leone of 
Gloucester, a 6-pound, 
1-ounce fish caught June 2 
while jigging in the Ware Riv-
er.

Mark your calendars for 
Saturday, Sept. 19, the date 
of the third annual Amos G. 
West Spot Fish Tournament.

The annual event benefits 
the Amos G. West Scholar-
ship Fund which last year 
provided seven scholarships 
of $1,000 each to Gloucester 
High School seniors, an an-
nouncement said.

Cash prizes are planned as 
follows: six largest fish total 
weight, $1,000 for first place 
and $500 for second place; 
largest single spot, man, 
$250, woman, $250, and child 
12 or under, $250.

The entry fee is $150 per 
boat, which also earns each 
boat four tickets for prize 
drawings. Additional prize 
tickets are $5 each.

Additional donations are 
appreciated and will be list-
ed with the scholarship, the 
notice said.

Amos West was born in 
Gloucester and grew up on 
the water in Achilles. He 
learned the local waters from 
his father, Russell West, and 
Amos retired from Hamp-
ton City Schools where he 
had been an administrator, 
coach, and biology teacher. 
He died in 2018, the year of 
the first tournament. “We 
want everyone to have fun,” 
said the announcement of 
the tournament. “Amos sure 
did when he fished, and that 

was often.”
After fishing all day, anglers 

must weigh in at Lockwood’s 
Carpets, Gloucester, by 5 
p.m.

Mail entry checks with boat 
name, captain’s name and 
contact info to Kristee West 
Georgiou, 3217 Severn Wharf 
Road, Hayes, Va. 23072.

For more information, call 
Jim Lockwood (804-824-
4200), Shirley Hogge (757-
509-0733) or Kristee Geor-
giou (804-824-4080).

The second annual Wes 
Strong Croaker Tournament 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 8, 
from Dare Marina and Yacht 
Sales in Yorktown.

The tournament is named 

for Wes Pak, a young man 
who died at age 12 from 
neuroblastoma. A poster an-
nouncing the competition 
said he dreamed of becom-
ing a marine biologist, to 
help others and the environ-
ment.

Funds raised from the tour-
nament will benefit the Wes 
Strong Foundation which, its 
website wesstrong.org says, 

has “a passion to change 
the views of the world and 
fight for the children who 
battle on a daily basis with 
the monster known as child-
hood cancer.”

The tournament entry fee 
is $30 per person, with cash 
prizes planned.

For more information, visit 
wesstrongfishing2020.event-
brite.com.

The Gwynn’s Island “By 
Appointment” four-mile 
run held Saturday by Vir-

ginia Tidewater Trailrunners 
brought home Douglas Mar-
shall as the top runner.

Marshall, 46, finished the 
course in 24:53.6

Ian Nakayama, 22, had the 

second best time in 29:42.4; 
and Thomas Light, 52, was 
third in 31:47.5

Sarah Sanders was the top 
female runner. Sanders, 38, 
finished seventh overall out 
of 17 runners, in 35:39.2. 
Second- and third-place fe-
male runners were Amy Mul-
holland, 53, in 35:42.1; and 
Amanda Hall, 44, in 36:34.0.

This run is usually part of 
the Gwynn’s Island Festival. 
While the festival was can-
celed this year because of  
COVID-19, the run’s organiz-
ers set up safety protocols 
and went ahead with the 
competition.
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WE ARE 
HERE

to keep you moving!

From nagging joint pain to sports 
injuries, Riverside Orthopedic 
Specialists are focused on helping you 
return to your daily active lifestyle.

Your health and safety are ALWAYS our 
priority. Take care of your health and 
schedule your appointment today.

 Visit riversideonline.com/goortho for more information. 
Make your appointment today at 804-693-0529.

We are Here 
for You

For more information call us  
at 804-693-2000 or visit  
SandersLiving.com

Specialty Care Services  
at Sanders Retirement Village

Assisted Living 
First-class amenities, with the 

support you need

Independent Living 
Keep your lifestyle in a welcoming 

maintenance-free community

Long-term Care 
24/7 dedicated care with an 
on-site Riverside physician

Rehabilitation 
Recover more quickly from 

surgery or injury

tencies don’t affect the over-
all trends on which he bases 
his decision-making and risk 
assessments.

Mathews County added a 
single case on Tuesday, for a 
total of six cases in the coun-
ty, which had been without 
a new case for over seven 
weeks. Williams said the low 
number of cases in Mathews 
is likely due to the county’s 
rural nature. “The less time 
we spend close to others, the 
better protected we are,” he 
said. 

This generally holds true 
across the Three Rivers 
Health District, said Williams. 
He said the district is in a fa-
vorable position to support 
phased reopening activities.

“We have always been able 
to maintain our containment 
activities, and expect to be 
able to do so for the future,” 
he said. “Our rural nature 
does serve to protect us via 
lower population density. We 
are fortunate in that regard.”

Since March, two people in 
Mathews have had to be hos-
pitalized for the virus, and 
there have been no deaths 
in the county. Neighboring 
Middlesex County has held 
steady, with a total of 15 cas-
es, one hospitalization, and 
no deaths. 

Two new outbreaks related 
to businesses have occurred 
in the Three Rivers Health 
District over the past week, 
but Williams said he couldn’t 
provide the identity of the 
businesses, the individuals 
involved, or the localities 
in which the outbreaks oc-
curred. He said the sources of 
the outbreaks are likely com-
munity spread and people 
traveling to the area from out 
of state.

The district as a whole has 
seen a total of 648 cases of 
COVID-19, with 41 of those 
added during the past week. 
Cumulatively, 49 people have 
been hospitalized, and there 
have been nine deaths in the 
district.

Statewide, there were 63,203 

cases of the illness in Virgin-
ia as of Wednesday morn-
ing, with 2,675 of those yet 
to be confirmed. There has 
been a cumulative total of 
6,262 hospitalizations for 
COVID-19, 34 of them list-
ed as probable, and 1,786 
deaths due to the illness, 
with 105 of those consid-
ered probable.

Testing across the state 
continues to be robust, 
with 81,945 PCR tests con-
ducted statewide over the 
past week, for a total of 
655,958 PCR tests conduct-
ed since testing first began 
in March. The rate of posi-
tive tests was 6.1 percent 
as of Wednesday morning. 
In the Three Rivers District, 
10,156 PCR tests have been 
conducted thus far, with a 
4.7 percent positive rate.

The Virginia Hospital and 
Healthcare Association, 
which conducts a daily tal-
ly of the number of people 
currently in hospitals state-
wide, reported on Wednes-
day that a total of 892 peo-
ple with COVID-19 were in 
Virginia hospitals at that 
time. Of those people, 535 
had tested positive for the 
virus, while 357 had pend-
ing test results. There were 
205 people with COVID-19 in 
ICUs across the state as of 
Wednesday morning, with 
95 of them on ventilators, 
continuing a downward 
trend seen over the past few 
weeks.

Hospitals continued to 
report an adequate supply 
of ventilators, with 3,033 
on hand statewide as of 
Wednesday morning, 645 
of which were in use. Bed 
availability also continued 
to hold steady, with 3,646 
of the regular available 
that can accommodate  
COVID-19 patients avail-
able, and an additional 3,695 
beds available under Execu-
tive Order 52, which allows 
an increase in licensed bed 
capacity in an emergency.

five days, said Williams. Any-
one with a positive test will 
be contacted immediately 
to initiate case investigation 
and contact tracing. People 
with negative tests will also 
be contacted and informed 
of their results, he said.

The process was a quick 
and smooth one for partici-
pants. Guides directed cars 
to line up across the parking 
lot as they arrived, and the 
line of cars moved along the 
outer perimeter of the park-
ing lot with little delay.

Participants in the test-
ing were greeted first by 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A)

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17A)

DRIVE-THRU TESTING: 464 tests given Monday at GHS

COVID-19 NUMBERS Northam prohibits seating in bars as state enters Phase Three
Bar seating in restaurants 

remains prohibited in Vir-
ginia under a decision made 
by Gov. Ralph Northam just 
hours before the state was 
scheduled to begin moving 
into Phase Three of reopen-
ing at midnight on Tuesday. 
In addition, a statewide re-
quirement to wear face cov-
erings in indoor public spac-
es remains in place.

To reduce the likelihood of 
patrons gathering in bar ar-
eas without observing social 
distancing guidelines, bar 
seating and congregating ar-
eas of restaurants will remain 
closed except for those pass-

ing through, according to a 
release from the governor’s 
office. Restaurants may use 
non-bar seating in their bar 
areas, as long as a minimum 
of six feet between tables is 
provided.

Northam made the an-
nouncement regarding the 
bar seating on Tuesday af-
ternoon in light of the rise 
in COVID-19 cases in other 
states that have allowed res-
taurants to reopen their bar 
seating areas.

“I am watching what is 
happening in other states,” 
said Northam. “If our public 
health metrics begin moving 

in the wrong direction, I will 
not hesitate to take action to 
protect the health and safety 
of our communities.”

The press release points 
out positive factors in Vir-
ginia that the governor took 
into consideration when 
making the decision to im-
plement the Phase Three re-
opening plan. These include 
a significant decrease in the 
number of people hospital-
ized with COVID-19, just a 6 
percent positive rate in tests 
conducted, ample supplies 
of personal protective equip-
ment in hospitals, and a force 
of over 1,200 contact tracers 

working statewide.
However, the governor said 

that, even with these positive 
signs, Virginians continue to 
remain safer at home, espe-
cially if they are in the high-
risk or vulnerable popula-
tion. He also said that people 
must continue to wear masks 
when in indoor public spac-
es. They should also con-
tinue to telework if possible, 
wash their hands regularly, 
maintain six feet of physical 
distance from others when 
outside of the home, and get 
tested immediately is they 
have COVID-19 symptoms.

TPMG to conduct COVID-19 investigational treatment trial
Tidewater Physicians Multi-

specialty Group has recently 
been awarded a new COVID-19 
investigational treatment trial 
for patients with mild to mod-
erate symptoms not requiring 
hospitalization.

The TPMG Clinical Research 
Division in Williamsburg is 
one of a handful of sites in the 
country that will be conduct-
ing the study.

TPMG board-certified pul-

monologist Dr. Vijay Subra-
maniam will be the principal 
investigator on the therapeu-
tic study and is looking for pa-
tients who have been recently 
diagnosed with the novel 
coronavirus.

In order to be considered 
for the study, participants 
must meet the following crite-
ria: have been notified within 
72 hours of a positive diagno-
sis for COVID-19, and present 

COVID-19 related symptoms 
(fever, cough, shortness of 
breath). All active partici-
pants will be compensated for 
their time.

“This is an incredible op-
portunity for the Williamsburg 
division, and we are proud 
to have been awarded this 
study,” said Subramaniam. 
“We hope the data we collect 
from this trial will improve 
clinical outcomes and allow us 

to better serve our local com-
munity as we continue to com-
bat and diminish the spread of 
the novel coronavirus.”

The TPMG clinical research 
division is looking to screen 
300 to 500 patients for this 
study. For more information 
on enrollment in the study, 
contact the Williamsburg 
Clinical Research Division at 
757-741-0981 or visit http://
clinicaltrial.net.

personnel who handed the 
driver a clipboard contain-
ing paperwork to be filled 
out, with minimal informa-
tion required—name, ad-
dress, telephone, email, sex, 
race, ethnicity. At a second 
station, the clipboards were 

collected, and at a third, the 
paperwork was turned in, a 
nasal swab was performed, 
and the participant drove 
away.

A similar testing event was 
held yesterday at Washing-

ton and Lee High School in 
Westmoreland County.

For information about fu-
ture testing events in the 
Three Rivers Health District, 
visit www.vdh.virginia.gov/
three-rivers or call 804-758-
2381.

exceed Aug. 31. If a creden-
tial expires after July 31, it 
must be renewed before its 
expiration date.

As of June 25, 35 of the 

75 DMV Customer Service 
Centers in Virginia have re-
opened and are accepting 
appointments. For the lat-
est DMV information, visit  
dmvNOW.com/COVID-19.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5A)

DMV CREDENTIALS Place Your 
Ad Here! 

Call 

804-693-3101
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Visit our website www.automaxofgloucester.com
* ALL PAYMENTS BASED ON 0% DOWN WITH APPROVED CREDIT. TAX, TITLE, LICENSE & $395 PROCESSING FEE ADDITIONAL.

1 3.49% @ 75 MOS. 2 4.99% @ 84 MOS. 3 3.74% @ 60 MOS. 4 3.99% @ 72 MOS. 5 3.49% @ 72 MOS. 
6 4.49% @ 75 MOS. 7 PAYMENT BASED ON 10% DOWN WITH APPROVED CREDIT, EXCLUDES FEES .

SALE ENDS 7/8/2020.  NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS. PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSE ONLY. 

OF GLOUCESTER
AUTO AUTO MAXMAX

Lifetime Powertrain
Warranty
 Available

* Please see dealer for details

Payments 
based on 

  $0 down*
     see dealers for details

Visit us on

$27,994

‘19 FORD 
FUSION SEL

LOADED, POWER OPTIONS
STK# 5379

$2491

per month

$16,997

$29,998

$20,998

$15,998

$16,998

$32,996

$10,998

$19,454

$34,997

$16,495

$23,997

$37,998

804-695-0660804-695-0660
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‘17 RAM 1500
LARAMIE 4X4

HEMI, ALL THE BELLS AND WHISTLES
STK# 5405

$3561,7

per month

$29,998
‘18 NISSAN

ARMADA
5.6L, V8, 3RD ROW SEATING

STK# 5397
$3822,7

per month

$17,545
‘19 NISSAN
ALTIMA SR

LOADED UP, LEATHER
STK# 5366

$2591

per month

‘10 TOYOTA
4 RUNNER 4X4

ONLY 96K MILES, LEATHER, SUNROOF
STK# 5403

$3121

per month

‘19 RAM 1500 BIG HORN 
EDITION CREW CAB 4X4

HEMI
STK# 5353

$3822,7

per month

‘19 DODGE 
GRAND CARAVAN SXT

STO-N-GO SEATING
STK# 5339

$2451

per month

$18,798

‘19 KIA
SORENTO LX

V6, 3RD ROW SEATING, PERFECT FAMILY SUV
STK# 5323

$2791

per month

$18,996
‘18 HYUNDAI SONATA 

SPORT 2.0 TURBO
LOADED, SUNROOF, LIKE BRAND NEW!

STK# 5402
$2821

per month

$18,997
‘16 RAM 1500 

QUAD CAB
LOCAL TRADE, 5.7L HEMI

STK# 5349A
$2821

per month

‘19 TOYOTA
RAV 4 XLE

SUNROOF, BLUETOOTH, SAFETY OPTIONS
STK# 5315

$339 2

per month

$17,997
‘14 ACURA MDX

SH-AWD
ENTERTAINMENT PKG., LEATHER, SUNROOF

STK# 5383
$2621

per month

‘19 NISSAN
ROGUE SL

LOADED UP
STK# 5385

$2891

per month

‘19 FORD F-150
CREW CAB 4X4 XLT

STK# 5335
$4192,7

per month

‘20 RAM 1500
LARAMIE 4X4

ONLY 9K MILES, HEMI, TOTALLY LOADED
STK# 5350

$4842,7

per month

‘19 HYUNDAI
KONA

ANDROID / APPLE CARPLAY
STK# 5372

$2381

per month

$35,990
‘20 CHEVY SILVERADO

1500 4X4 LT
4 DOOR, BACK-UP CAMERA, BLUETOOTH

STK# 5381
$4851,7

per month

‘16 FORD 
ESCAPE

MICROSOFT SYNC, BACK-UP CAMERA
STK# 5404

$1724

per month

‘19 TOYOTA TACOMA 
CREW CAB 4X4

TRD OFF ROAD PKG
STK# 5358

$4462,7

per month

‘20 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE

RELIABLE, LOTS OF SAFETY FEATURES
STK# 5355

$2491

per month

MAX PEACE OF MINDMAX PEACE OF MIND
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